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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 2 of the advertisements, and among the publi- 
cations in question attention is especially drawn to those referred 
to in the following notice. 

TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 1jd. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 

THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is also published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in May; 
Diseases of Occupations; Mineral Statistics, 1849; Emigration 
and Immigration in 1899; Annual Co-operative Congress, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS, 


For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 660—662. 
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PROCLAMATION. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to a Proclamation by H.M. High Commissioner 
for South Africa, dated 19th March last and published on p. 51 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 12th April last, the following 
notice dated 21st ult. has appeared in the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” for the 25th ult. :— 

“Whereas it has been reported that the Government of the 
South African Republic have announced their intention to sell by 
public auction certain undermining rights in the Transvaal, the 
attention of all concerned is hereby directed to the Proclamation 
of His Excellency the High Commissioner, No. 2 of 19th Marcls, 
1900, and they are warned that in virtue of the terms of that 
Proclamation no alienation of these rights will be recognized by 
the Government of Her Majesty as valid or effectual. 

“ By Command of His Excellency the High Commissioner.” 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 
East India (Railways and Irrigation Works). 146. Price 44. 
This Return, issued by the India Office, shows the estimated 
position, as regards capital expenditure, of the several railways and 
irrigation works under construction in India, on the 31st March 
Jast, and also the proposed expenditure thereon during 1900-1901. 


Post Office Telegraph Money Orders. Additional Articles to 
Ewisting Money Order Agreements. Cd. 168. Price 2d. 


This return contains additional articles to the money order 
agreements existing between the General Post Office of the United 
Kingdom and the General Post Offices of Austria-Hungary, 
Luxemburg, Norway, Roumania, and Switzerland respectively, 
which provide for the exchange of telegraphic money orders 
between the United Kingdom and those countries. 


THE INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 
Meeting of Advisory Committee. 


With reference to the notice on p. 429 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 31st ult., the first meeting of the Advisory Committee 
appointed by the Board of Trade in connection with the business of 
the Intelligence Branch of the Commercial, Labour and Statistical 
Departments of that office, was held on the 14th inst. at the offices 
of the Board, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., Sir Courtenay Boyle, 
K.C.B., Permanent Secretary of the Board, in the chair. 

The next meeting of the Committee is fixed for the 5th July next. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars relating to railways in British India, 


Railways, projected or in course of construction, are 
projected andin ©Xtrac ted from the Parliamentary Paper re- 
course of ferred to on page 600. | 
construction. 
| 
Estima Expenditure | 
Length. | ‘Total Cost. | to Sist March, 
1900. 
Miles. Rx. Rx. 


Lines in the hands of the State— 


East Coast (Godavari Bridge) ... 598,800 538,800 

Lyallpur-Khanewal .. 105 370,000 304,800 

Kotri-Rohri—Indus Bridge 316,900 296,800 

Teesta Bridge 157,500 132,100 | 

Rungpur-Dhubri_... 51 454,400 66,800 

Hyderabad-Jodhpore Frontier a a 130 378,900 200,100 i 
Ghaziabad-Moradabad 87 823,000 560,800 

Nowshera-Dargai_... ous 40 142,600 

Total 634 5,649,700 2,197,800 

Lines in the hands of Compenioe— | 

Assam-Bengal ..| 736 | 10,863,800 9,034,000 

Manidalay-Kunlon (Burma) .. 2,250,000 1,527,700 

Meiktila-Myingyan (rT 58 361,400 283,000 

Sagaing-Monywa-Alon 75 399,500 219,100 

Latpadan-Henzada-Bassein (Burma) oo] 968,200 18,800 

Tirhoot Extensions ... add 158 1,223,100 1,074,300 


Bengal and North- Western Extensions wad 366 2,353,800 2,198,800 | 
Sini to Calcutta and Cuttack (Bengal-| 361 8,000,000 6,854,600 


Nagpur). 
Raipur-Dhamtarf Branch(Bengal-Nagpur) 56 114,100 111,800 
Khargpur-Midnapur do, 8 142,500 70,500 
*Midnapur-Jherria do. 114 1,078,100 
Moghul Serai-Gya (East Indian) 126 1,557,200 1,482,300 
Baran-Daltongunge do. 78 721,800 142,100 
*Shikhoabad-Farakhabad pad 66 452,000 
Brahmaputra-Sultanpur... 60 342,700 224,400 
Mymensing- ~Jamalpur-Jagarnathganj 53 205,500 172,500 
Tapti Valley .. 160 1,400,100 1,199,000 
Hardwar-Dehra_... 32 274,800 255,500 
Calicut-Cannanore ... 59 737,500 |. 180,300 
Great Indian Peninsula Extensions ese 71 747,700 578,300 ‘ 
Bengal-Dooars Extensions 121 611,100 190,500 
Madura-Paumban ... on 91 689,000 32,500 | 
Tinnevelly-Quilon (British Section) aoe 45 250,000 36,800 H 
Kalka-Simla .. wee 60 866,600 42,000 
* Amritsar-Tarn-Taran-Sarhali 30 180,000 
*Bhagalpur-Bausi one 32 210,900 
*Mansi-Baptiahi ose see ove 85 500,700 
Total.. des 3,671 $861,700 25,928,800 


Grand total .. Ses .--| 4,305 | 44,211,400 | 28,126,600 


a2 


of construction uncertain, 


| 
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Openings for British Trade. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 
Enquiries Canadian trade received at the Canadian 
‘ Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., 

relating to Trade. where further information may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries.—A London firm desire to hear from Canadian 
exporters of butter, bacon, and fresh pork, who are not already 
represented here. 

The makers of elastic stockings, surgical bandages, &c., ask to 
be referred to Canadian business firms willing to take up these 
descriptions of goods. 

An important firm of hemp and wire rope manufacturers are 
anxious to extend their business to Canada, and ask to be supplied 
with names of users of such goods. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm enquire for the name of 
a large manufacturer of dolls, for which they are about to place an 
order. 

- A lumber company in the Province of Ontario ask for the 
addresses of furniture factories using soft elm, birch and maple, 
the first-named 1 to 3 in., and the others | to 4 in. 

Another enquiry comes from the same province for information 
as to the British demand for such turned wood goods as stair 
newels and balusters, verandah posts, table and chair legs, made 
from Canadian birch, beech, maple, oak, pine, &c. 

A resident of Toronto who could give his undivided attention to 
the business of representing a manufacturer of necktie silks, 
desires to hear from a firm requiring an agent. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 


which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 


Home enquiries——A manufacturer of brass furniture fittings, &c., 
asks to be placed in communication with Canadian importers. 

A Yorkshire firm of fruit importers desires names of reliable 
Canadian apple shippers. 

A firm interested in provisions, wines, spirits, groceries, &c., 
wishes to be placed in touch with Canadian importers dealing 
in these goods. 

An enquiry has been made for names of Canadian makers of 
potato starch. 


Canadian enquiries——A Montreal firm of manufacturers’ agents 
possessing experience in leather, trunks, handbags, &c., desires to 
represent makers of these goods and hardware and brass goods. 

A Canadian manufacturer of birch bedroom furniture, ash and 
elm sideboards, &c., wishes to arrange for the export of above, and 
has forwarded photographs of designs, and prices, which can be 
examined at the Imperial Institute, 8.W. 
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An important Canadian manufacturer of biscuits of all kinds 
would like to hear from large importers having a market for the 
goods. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 
The “Canadian Manufacturer” of the Ist inst. quotes from a 

Paper and oe issued at Sydney, to the follow- 
Paper Products. ‘The use of paper and allied products is very 
considerable. The imports last year (into New South Wales) 
amounted to a value of 500,000/., as against 410,000/. in the 
previous year. British mills are the chief sources of supply for 
good printings, note paper, and account book paper. Paper for 
account books must bear the well-known water marks of the best 
British mills. The price for this paper runs from 6d. to 1s. per 
pound. Inferior quality imitations of such marks have obtained 
no permanent footing. The value of the better kinds of printings 
is 24d, per pound, and 34d. per pound for second and first-class 
paper respectively. Papers upon which illustrations are to be 
struck off fetch up to 6d. per pound. These prices are for sale 
from stock; if purchased in bales they are $d. cheaper. The 
printings most in demand are as follows:—Imperial, 30 by 22 ins. ; 
royal, 25 by 20 ins.; double imperial, 44 by 30 ins.; double 
royal, 25 by 40 ins. ; medium, 24 by 19 ins.; post, 19} by 154 ins. ; 
demy, 224 by 174 ins.; double demy, 35 by 223 ins.; double 
crown, 30 by 20 ins.; second crown, 30 by 40 ins.; foolscap, 
17 by 134 ins. ; double foolscap, 27 by 17 ins. 

“Paper for newspapers, both in rolls and in sheets, comes chiefly 
from America, as—in spite of the inferior quality of the material 
—it has a very good, matt, glossy surface. Its present price is 
about 14d. per pound, and there is a considerable demand for it. 
America also supplies the most manilla paper and a portion of 
the envelopes used, which are to be had at 1s. 9d. per thousand. 
Strawboard comes from Germany, Holland, and Victoria, the latter 
supplying a board almost equal to the foreign board, but often 
cheaper. Japanese strawboard is only good for common use: 
it is very rough and not stiff enough.” 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch from 
H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
that Tenders are invited by the Stavanger Gas 
Company for the supply of 200 barrels of best 


Tenders for 
Cement. 


fresh cement, to be delivered at Stavanger, as required, from the 
7th to the 20th July next. 

Tenders must be received at the Stavanger Gas Company’s offices, 
in Stavanger, by the 20th inst. 
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The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 


a oo that Tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
“2 “tm +g Dockyard Authorities, not later than the 26th 
, &. 


inst., for the supply of coal of various descrip- 
tions, and fireproof stone and plates. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


With reference to a notice on p. 435 of the “ Board » oo 

Journal” for 31st ult., the Secretary of State 

Foreign Affairs has received a from 

tiger. H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 

that the date for the delivery of tenders invited by the Government 

Harbour Board at Christiania for the supply of the steam Pater- 

noster dredger specified in the above notice has been extended 
from the 23rd inst. to the 7th prox. at 11 a.m. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating that 
Tenders are invited by the Netherlands Govern- 
ment, not later than the 4th July next, for the 
supply of various descriptions of ironwork, &c. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m, and 5 p.m. 


Tenders for 
Ironwork. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 7th instant, at page 482, the 30th 
yaw dg instant has, according to a notice in the 
/ “ Madrid Gazette” of 16th instant, been fixed 
as the date for receiving tenders and awarding the contract. 


MEXICO. 


The following information published in the “ Moniteur Officiel 

' du Commerce” of 31st ult. for the benefit of 

a French traders may also prove of interest to the 
on British Mercantile Community :-— 

The writer says: “It is to be deplored that French manufac- 

turers do not follow the example of their American confreres and 


= 
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establish depéts in Mexico where their machinery can be inspected ; 
practical demonstrations are given by the American traders to 
those who desire it, and in addition they advertise, send out com- 
mercial travellers and distribute catalogues printed in Spanish. 
French merchants send their catalogues and prices current printed 
in French and then patiently wait for orders. It is stated, never- 
theless, that French machines, although dearer, are of better 
quality than the American articles. 

“There is a good opening for manufacturers who wish to 
compete with Americans, for Mexico is above all an agricultural 
country, the future of which will belong to those great agricultural 
companies who will undertuke the opening up of the country. 
There are already several large German syndicates who send over 
engineers and men capable of properly estimating the value and 
the richness of the soil, and who buy up the land on behalf of the 
various syndicates ; then, German colonists are sent over, and the 
opening up of the country is commenced.” 


CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Pakhoi, in a recent report to the 
: Foreign Office, writes as follows :— 

Openings for “A gentleman, well acquainted with Pakhoi 
British Traders. import trade, gives me the following additional 
information as to English goods in general: 

‘During the year there have been a few trial shipments of 
Sheffield cutlery, going to the prefectural city of Lienchow. As 
regards piece-goods England not merely holds her own, but is 
ousting competitors. This is notably the case with cotton flannel, 
last year almost entirely Japanese, but at the close of the year 
coming in from Manchester, of superior quality and with only a 
slight advance in price. Cotton crape is entirely Japanese, though 
it is hard to see why it should be ; the Japanese get up this article 
in all kinds of fancy colours attractive to the Chinese, who use it 
for jackets, shirts, and miscellaneous clothing. There is room for 
British competition in socks, which at present come from Germany. 
Lace, of which only very small quantities come in, is freely used 
by Chinese females of the better class, when within their means ; 
there is a distinct opening for a machine-made article, white or 
coloured.’ 

Many of the needles are of bad quality ; they are not of British 
manufacture. The import is considerable. Fine needles are in 
especial request for embroidery and fine Chinese work, and there 
is no reason why they should not come from England.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,437.) 


P 
| 
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COMMERCIAL CENTRES ON THE PROPOSED ROUTE 
OF THE NICARAGUAN CANAL. 


~The following account of some of the centres of commercial 
interest on the route of the proposed Nicaragua Canal is taken from 
a report in the Philadelphia “ Manufacturer” of the 15th ult.:— 


Greytown—The eastern terminus of the canal route has a 
naturally fine harbour, but much trouble has been experienced, 
during recent years, in keeping the entrance open on account of 
the great amount of silt deposited by the San Juan River. 

There are numerous stores in the town, some of them large and 
well stocked, and prices are surprisingly low, which is explained 
by the fact that Greytown is a free port. There are two hotels, 
the Victoria and the San Juan. Other features of the town are a 
well appointed club house and a tramway through the principal 
street. 

The town is healthy, but not so cool as America (the Canal Com- 
pany’s town across the bay), because there is a strip of woods 
between it and the beach, while the latter is open to the ocean. 
The population is about 1,500, including a considerable element of 
North Americans and Europeans, in addition to the usual mixture 
of Spanish-Americans and half-breeds common to other Nicaraguan 
towns. Although until recently carried on under great difficulties, 
much of the foreign commerce of Nicaragua has always been 
done through Greytown. A line of steamers cn the San Juan 


brings down rubber, coffee, hides, dyewoods, and other produce 


from the interior; there is a semi-monthly line of steamers to 
New York ; a coasting steamer connects at Bluefields with a weekly 
line of steamers to New Orleans; and a British mail steamer 
touches at the port once a month. 

Granada.— Excepting the banana port of Bluefields there are no 
other noteworthy cities in eastern Nicaragua. Near the northern 
end of Lake Nicaragua is found the city of Granada, the southern 
terminus of the railway which connects the shores of Lakes 
Nicaragaa and Managua. 

Granada is situated between one and two miles from the lake, 
and on that side is built upon terraces. The streets ascend from 
one terrace to another by steep, paved declivities. The city is 
well laid out, with the streets at right angles. The buildings, with 
few exceptions, but one storey in height, are constructed of adobe 
(sun-dried brick), or tufa, a soft, volcanic rock, which on exposure 
to the sun and air becomes very hard. The roofs are of tiles laid 
upon small bamboo piles with which the rafters are covered. The 
eaves project over the sidewalks, which are narrow, and thus afford 
protection to foot passengers from the sun and rain. 


Masaya.—About midway between the two lakes lies -the old 
Indian city of Masaya, a quaint, but attractive, loosely-built place 
of some 18,000 or 20,000 inhabitants. 

This is a thriving and busy city, and of all Nicaragua the chief 
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manufacturing seat. Cotton and silk cloths, hats, shoes, pottery, 
wooden household utensils, mats, hammocks, saddle-bags, cordage, 
saddles, harness, machetes, and all domestic articles, are made 
there in great quantities. 

Managua.—The capital of the country is Managua, the northern 
terminus of the railway connecting the two lakes, which, though 
covering less ground than Granada, and less populous than Masaya, 
is the most progressive and in some respects the most thriving 
city in the country. ‘Though credited with only 10,000 population, 
it is the scene of more business activity than Granada, and is the 
financial as well as the governmental centre of the Republic. It 
is situated on the western shore of Lake Managua, near its 
southern extremity. 

Managua is the only city in Nicaragua that is artificially supplied 
with water, and the only one possessing an ice machine. Ice 
enough is produced to supply all the principal cities on the west 
side of the lakes, at five cents a pound, and the machine isa 
veritable gold mine to its owners. ‘The railroad repair shops are 
also situated at Managua, and there are, besides, a soap factory, 
a mill for treating pita, a fibre of great strength and superior 
quality and a number of small factories of domestic wares. 
Here likewise are the central offices of the government tele- 


graph system, which gives a cheap and tolerably efficient service 


throughout the country. Several small steamers of English build, 
owned by the government, ply between Managua and Momotombo, 
33 miles higher up the lake, to connect the railroad from 
that place to Corinto with the section between Granada and 
Managua. 

Leon.—The largest city in Nicaragua is Leon, situated about 
16 miles from the Pacific Ocean and a short distance north of 
the head of Lake Managua. On either side of the city is a deep 
ravine, through which run streams which in the dry season are 
mere rills and in the rainy season reach considerable dimensions. 
The city is very crowded, there being some 50,000 inhabitants, and 
it is said to be very common for three or four families to live in 
the same house. 

There are some large and well-stocked stores in the city, and it 
seems to have a large trade in foreign and domestic manufactures. 
The Pacific Mail steamers plying up and down the Pacific Coast 
touch at Corinto, which is about 20 miles distant by rail, and 
afford regular and speedy communication with San Francisco. 

The railroad between Lake Managua and Corinto is 64 miles 
long, although the air-line distance between the two points 
is much less. The lake terminus is at Momotombo, and the two 
chief cities on the line are Leon and Chinandega, the latter being 
a city of 12,000 inhabitants, lying near the coast, which before the 


608 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 21, 1900. 


Commercial Centres on the Proposed Route of the Nicaraguan Canal. 


railroad put Leon into communication with the port of Corinto, 
enjoyed a very large foreign trade, but since the establishment of 
railway communication the advantage of nearness to the coast it 
enjoyed over its larger rival has been removed. 


Corinto—This is a small forwarding centre with about 1,200 
“gue situated on the shore of a deep, safe, and commodious 

San Juan del Sur.—The other safe Nicaraguan port on the Pacific 
Coast is San Juan del Sur, about 150 miles south of Corinto and 
about ten miles south of Brito, the slight indentation which is to 
form the western terminus of the Nicaragua,Canal. In this port 
is one of the stations of the Central and South American cable, 
and from this fact, and from the semi-monthly visits of the Pacific 
Mail steamers, it derives considerable importance. Through it also 
passes practically all the trade of Rivas, which is situated about 
12 miles inland, and three miles from Lake Nicaragua, the 
only means of. communication with the coast being the caretas, or 
ox-carts, of the natives. 


Rivas—A town of some 8,000 inhabitants, but situated in a 
densely-populated Indian district. It is a peculiar mixture of the 
Indian and Spanish types, and enjoys the distinction of having 
the only tramway in Nicaragua outside of Greytown. This is a 
line which runs to San Jorge, a thoroughly Indian town on Lake 
Nicaragua, in which there is a large storehouse and a long wooden 
pier extending several hundred feet into deep water. 


Other Towns.—There are, scattered through the country, several 
Indian towns, of which the largest is Matagalpa, with about 10,000 
inhabitants. The mining centre known as Libertad is an Indian 
town of some 5,000 inhabitants, about 15 miles east from which 
is the town of Santo Domingo, which has about 1,000 inhabitants, 
and is more like a North American mining town than any place in 
Nicaragua. 

In connection with the above article, references may be also 
made to articles on the Trade and Industry of Nicaragua which 
appeared in the “Board of Trade Journal” for January, 1899 
(with map), and October of the same year. 
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The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of the 
Sth ult. publishes the following interesting account of the salt 
mines of Szechuan :— 

The salt wells of Szechuan are one of the sights as well as one of 
the important industries of that great province in China, Atter 
leaving the last canyon of the Upper Yangtsze, the first indication 
of the salt trade of Szechuan is met with. During high water in 
summer and autumn these salt springs are submerged, but when 
the river subsides a mushroom town of straw shanties is run up, the 
evaporating pans are set in mud furnaces and the work goes con- 
tinuously on till next high water again submerges the springs and 
drives the salt boilers off. 

The main seat of the salt industry is situated still farther west. 
Past Chungking, and midway between it and the State capital— 
Chentu—almost in the centre of the province is Tz-lin-ching— 
“ self-flowing well ”—a large and thriving, but squalid town, that 
exists because of the saltwells. How these wells were discovered 
and when, are among the things about which the Chinese give no 
conclusive evidence, but they have existed for a long time. 

The well proper is a small opening of a few inches in diameter, 
over which a stone is placed containing the true mouth of the 
well. Above this rises a crude derrick, with clumsy clattering 
wheel at the top; a hamper rope passes over the wheel, and is 
attached to a long bamboo tube that goes down into the well. The 
other end of the rope is carried off into an adjoining shed and 
attached to a heavy wooden cylinder 50 or 60 ft. in circumference, 
resting on a vertical axis. When the tube has been lowered into 
the well four lumbering water buffaloes are hitched to the cylinder 
and lashed to a run, the cylinder is started, and soon the rope is 
all wound in, leaving the bamboo tube filled with brine, dangling 
between the legs of the derrick. A man seizes the tube, holds 
its lower end over a tub or reservoir, thrusts an iron pole into the 
tube and opens a valve, when several gallons of dirty black water 
rush out. ‘The tube is then released, the cylinder is set free and 
the rope rapidly paid out till the tube reaches the bottom, when 
the performance is repeated. 

The brine is conducted to the evaporating sheds through bamboo 
tubes plastered with lime. At certain points in Tz-lin-ching 
natural gas has been struck. When boring for salt they have 
found gas instead, but both are valuable. The gas is conducted 
by straw-braided, lime-plastered bamboo tubes to rude sheds, 
where it is distributed under rows of thick iron pans containing 
the brine, and the work of evaporation goes on night and day, 
because the Chinese have found no way of regulating the supply 
of gas, and no method of storage is known to them. 

The salt is a hard, dirty-looking mass when taken from the pans, 
but the Chinese are proud of the product of their wells, and affirm 


i 
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that its power of salting is much greater than the white looking 
article of foreign commerce. 

The method of boring these wells is a pretty good illustration of 
certain traits of the Chinese character that makes them so success- 
ful in spite of their lack of progress. When a site has been 
selected, after much incantation and ceremony on the part of the 
hired geomancer, a framework of heavy planking is built on three 
sides of the spot. On the narrow end of this frame a huge lever is 
arranged with the long end inside the frame. An iron jumper of 
100 lbs. weight is attached to the shorter end of the lever, outside 
the frame, while inside six men are arranged, three on either side. 
At regular intervals they simultaneously step on to the long end 
of the lever, which sinks to the bottom of the frame under their 
combined weight ; then all step off and the jumper descends upon 
the point to be bored, being twisted meanwhile by a man who sits 
at the mouth of the well. As these wells vary in depth from 500 
to above 2,000 ft., the work of boring is continued through years. 

The salt is a Government monopoly and as such forms a 
good subject for “squeezing” by the numerous officials who 
control its output and distribution. 

In no single instance of Chinese enterprise could steam power 
and western ingenuity be more advantageously applied than in the 
case of the salt works of Szechuan. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a 
copy of a Notification, issued by the Govern- 
ment of India on the 10th ult., imposing an 

Chilean $ additional duty on the importation into British 
wat India of sugar produced in or exported from 
Chile. The following is the text of the Notification :— 

“In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 8a of the 
“ Indian Tariff Act, 1894 (VIII. of 1894, as amended by Acts IIT. 
* of 1896 and XIV. of 1899), the Governor-General in Council is 
** pleased to impose, with effect from this date” (10th May, 1900), 
“ the following further duty, in addition to those chargeable under 
‘‘ No. 8 of the Fourth Schedule to the said Act, upon the importa- 
“ tion into British India of sugar of the kind hereinafter specified, 
‘* produced in or exported from the country hereinafter mentioned, 
‘under bounty as hereinafter determined and declared, whether 
“ the same is imported directly from the country of production or 
“ otherwise, and whether it is imported in the same condition as 
“ when exported from the country of production or has been 
“ changed in condition by manufacture or otherwise ” :— 


Additional Duty 


Country. Kind of Sugar. | Bounty bestowed. to be levied. 
Per cwt. 
Chile Raw sugar... per 0 Rs, 9a, 2p. 
kilog. 
PERAK. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Custo copy of a new Customs Tariff for goods im- 
~~ riff - ported into the State of Perak, which came 
— into force on the Ist ult. The following import 
duties are now leviable on the articles specified :— 


Opium ooo Per gallon 
Per gallon, or half. 
other than A.V.HA.”) battles. dozen ums for smaller 
quantiten) 
Gia Per case of 15 bottles, (And propertionta 
Per gallon, or ole 
Vermouth ... dozen quarts Cana proportionate 
dozen quantities.) 
{ Dutiable as spirituous 


Port wine (German) 


liquor. 
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BARBADOS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Secretary 
. of Barbados, a copy of the Barbados Customs 
Tariff Act of 1960 (No. 18 of 1900) which 
‘ came into force in the Colony on the 15th ult. 
Articles 5 and 6 of the Act provide that the Customs Tariff Act of 
1899 (No. 16 of 1899) and the several Acts amending it, shall not 
be deemed to be repealed by the present Act, but shall be suspended 
during the operation thereof, and shall again come into operation 
as and when the Convention now under consideration between 
H.M. the Queen and the President of the United States of America 
for reciprocal trade relations between the United States and 
Barbados shall come into operation ; and that when the said Con- 
vention shall come into operation, this Act of 1900 shall be repealed. 
Subject to the above provisions, the Act is to remain in force 
until the 31st Dec., 1900. 
The following is ‘the Schedule of Customs duties imposed under 
the Act :— 
.I—Import Duties. 


Articles. Unit. m Duty. 
s. 
Arrowroot, tous-les-mois, and all other 100 lbs. 02 6 
starches, 
Asses Each. 0 5 0 
Bran and pollard 100 Ibs. 0 011} 
Bread, pilot and and crackers 010 
Bricks... Thousand. 07 6 
Butter... 100 Ibs. 0 8 4 
Oleomargarine, margarine, and their com- . 04 2 
pounds. 
Candles, other than tallow... 012 6 
tallow ... 0 4 2 
Cement Barrel 0 2 6 
Cheese 100 Ibs 08 4 
Coal, and the mixed ‘preparations | ‘thereof, Ton. 0 2 6 
and coke. 
Cocoa... 100 Ibs. 0 6 8 
Cordage (except twines) | ove ove 0 4 6 
Corn or maize ... ces ove pene a 0 0 6 
Barley and wheat, unground = obs me ” 00 9 
Corn meal Barrel (196 lbs.) 018 
Other kinds of meal 0 1 10} 
Firearms ... Each. © 
Fish—dried, salted, or smoked... abs 112 lbs. 0 2 6 
» pickled, other than trout or salmon ae Barrel. 0.38 Aj 
trout or salmon . sine ” 0 6 8 
Flour, wheat orrye «4 Barrel (196 Ibs.) 0 4 2 
Grain (including beans and peas) not already 100 lbs, o.1.% 
specified. 


612 
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Articles (contd.). Unit. Duty. 
£8. 
Hay 100 lbs. 00 38 
under 14 hands ‘high Each. 010 0 
Lard, and its compounds or substitutes 100 lbs. 0 4° 2 
Liquors— 
Malt liquor, cider and perry, in wood ...| Cask (64 galls.) 018 9 
in bottles, Dozen. o 1.8 
reputed quarts. 
Spirit and cordials, except rum and per- Gallon. 010 0 
fumed spirits, to be used as perfumery 
only. 
For every gallon | 
below or equal to | 
Gin a: eee eee ove eee proof by Sykes’ 0 5 0 
hydrometer. | 
ove aes | For every higher | In proportion. 
degree of proof. 
every gallon 
ow or equal to 
proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer. | 
Rum... ne | For every higher | In proportion 
degree of proof. | 
Wine—sparkling ... Gallon. 0 5 90 
a is all other kinds = 020 
Manures and fertilizers, other than ‘the raw Ton. 08 4 
manure of horses, mules, sheep, and cattle. 
Manure, raw, of horses, mules, sheep, and 
cattle. 
Matches, lucifer and other kinds, in boxes | Gross of 12 dozen 01 6 
containing not more than 100 sticks each. boxes. 
Matches, lucifer, in boxes containing any “ | In proportion. 
greater or less quantity. 
Meat, salted or cured... 100 Ibs. 
Metals, new— | 
Composition nails, bolts, bars, rods, ~ 06 3 
spikes, and rivets, 
Copper in sheets, rods, bars, bolts, spikes, 0 6 3 
nails, and rivets. 
Iron hoops, bars and rods... Pe f 0 0 6 
Iron nails, spikes, rivets, and clinches ... 
Lead, sheet and pipe ose ove } 
Yellow metal, in sheets ... ove 0 6 3 
Metals, old— 
Copper, brass and pewter .. 3.2 
Gallon. 00 
Males, of the value of ‘£12 10s, and ‘upwards Each. 110 0 
» under the value of £12 10s, ... 100 
Oats ose eee ove eee 100 lbs. 0 0 
Oil, Kerosine... Gallon. 0 0 6 
Oilmeal and oilcake ... 100 Ibs. 0 0 
Oxen, bulls, and cows ... Each. 015 6 
Salt ose ove Ton. 012 0 
Sheep and goats .. Each. 02 3 
Soap 100 lbs. 03 0 
Swine, except sucking pigs Each. 2 3 
Sugar 100 lbs, 015 0 
Tea ae oes Lb. 0 0 6 
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Articles (contd.). Unit. Duty. 

| 
| 

Tobacco— | 
Cigars, cheroots and cigarettes ... ve | Lb. 05 0 
Other manufactured tobacco 0.48 
: if in outer | 0 2 0 


packages of less than 80 Ibs, net | 
weight each. | 
f 


Leaf, if in outer packages of less than x | 01 6 
50 lbs. net. weight each. | 
Wood— 1,000 feet superficia} > 
Hemlock, birch, beech, white pine, and measurement of | 5 07 6 
spruce. | 1 inch thickness, | 
Pitch pine ... | 05 0 
Hoops, whether coiled or straight ck 1,200 pieces. | 0 6 0 
All other kinds except in naves, felloes, 100 cubic feet. | 012 6, 
spokes, and unsquared posts. | 
Shingles of all descriptions Thousand. 01 6 
Staves, white and red oak, whether loose 1,200 pieces. 09 0 
or made up in bundles, or skooks. 
Truss hoops ... = Set of 9. 0 1103 


Ad valorem Duties, | 
All other articles not particularly enumerated | 
in the above Table or in the Table of | 
Exemptions are to pay duty at the rate 
of 15 per cent. ad valorem. 


| 
Exemptions from Import Duty. 

All articles for the use of the Governor of this Island. 

All articles and things whatsoever imported by the Local 
Government for the police or for public institutions. 

All articles specially imported for the use or decoration or 
building or repairing of any place of worship, and not imported 
for sale, on the certificate to that effect of the officiating minister. 

All articles and things of every description imported by any 
naval officer on full pay in Her Majesty’s service for his use and 
accommodation, on the certificate to that effect of the officer so 
importing. 

The Governor purchasing any articles whatsoever shall be 
entitled to have the duty refunded to him out of the Public 
Treasury on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund. 

Where horses are purchased by the Governor direct from the 
importer within six months after the date of import, the duty 
shall be allowed him on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund. 

All articles and things of every description, imported as general, 
military, or naval stores for the use of Her Majesty’s Military and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
if 
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Naval Forces, and all building materials and supplies, imported or 
taken out of bond, under the authority of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
for Military and Naval services, under certificate from the Head of 
the Department concerned. Chargers imported by, and bond fide 
the property of, field officers or departmental officers of relative 
rank, or of staff officers or adjutants of regiments, and necessary 
for the proper discharge of their military duties, under a certificate 
from the Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Articles of personal and horse equipment necessary for the 
performance of military duty, under a certificate from the Head 
of the Department concerned. Horses imported for the Com- 
missariat Department or purchased for the Commissariat Depart- 
ment within six months of their being imported, under a certificate 
from the Head of the Commissariat Department. 

All bond fide official supplies sent for the use of any Consular 
officer by his Government, if the Governor-in-Executive Committee, 
on proof that such Government accords to British Consular officers 
within its territory similar treatment, thinks fit, as a matter of 
courtesy, to exempt such supplies from Customs duties, provided 
always that such Consular officer before receiving such supplies, free 
of duty, shall make a declaration before the Comptroller that such 
supplies are sent by his Government for his use as Consular officer ; 
and provided also that any such exemption shall not exempt the 
Consuls from Customs duties generally. 

Asphalt. 

Belting for machinery. 

Blubber and heads and offal of fish. 

Bones, horns, and dried blocd. 

Books, bound and unbound, almanacs, cards (other than playing 
cards), papers and printed matter intended for advertisements, 
pamphlets, newspapers, and printed matter in all languages, forms 
and papers (whether printed or manuscript), maps, charts, school 
globes, engravings, music, pictures, statues, and other works of 
art; provided always that the importation of books shall be subject 
to the provisions of copyright laws. 

Bottles, of glass or stoneware. 

Calves, sucking. 

Cassaripe. 

Cocoanuts. 

Corn and bullion. 

Cotton wool. 

Eggs. 

Foals. 

Fresh fish and turtle. 

Fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Fuel—wood and charcoal. 

Gravel, sand, soil earth, and peat. 


Ws 
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Green ginger. 

Gunpowder, gun cotton, dynamite, nitro-glycerine, and all other 
explosive matter whatsoever. 

Hoesticks. 

Horses brought into the Island by equestrian companies, pro- 
vided the same are taken away by them on leaving; and race 
horses on every occasion after the first importation thereof, provided 
no drawback had been claimed thereon on exportation. 

Hulls, boats, masts, spars, apparatus, tackle, and furniture of 
vessels condemned by survey, and on which tonnage duty shall 
have been paid. 

Ice. 

Kids and sucking lambs. 

Leeches. 

Lemon and lime juice. 

Lime, building and temper. 

Limestone. 

Live and dead stock, not enumerated in the Table of Import 
Duties. 

Logwocd. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing bricks, tiles, cements, pipes, and other articles of the like 
nature, and -for renewing the same as it shall from time to time 
become worn and useless. 

Machinery imported for the purpose of reaping or for manu- 
facturing sugar or rum. ; 

Machinery and apparatus imported for use in the construction 
and establishment of ice factories and for the manufacture of ice. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of boring 
for oil or petroleum, or for mining asphalt (commonly called 
manjak) or other materials. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of refining 
oil or petroleum, or for manufacturing any article of commerce 
from oil obtained in this Colony, or for manufacturing fuel from 
manjak. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing tobacco or cocoa. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing matches. 

Metals—old iron and old lead. 

Packages in which goods are imported, except new trunks, vats, 
hogsheads, and puncheons. 

Passengers’ baggage containing apparel and articles of personal 
use, and professional apparatus. 

Patterns and samples of no intrinsic value. 

Personal effects of individuals belonging to the Island dying 
abroad. 


i 
4 
] 


June 21, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 617 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


Printing presses, printing paper, printing ink, and type. 

Pozzalana. 

Rags. 

Raw hides and skins. 

Sawdust. 

Specimens illustrative of Natural History, seeds, bulbs and 
roots, and cuttings of plants or shrubs of all kinds. 

Straw. 

Tablets and tombstones, and all the appurtenances thereto, 
imported specially for immediate erection and not for sale, on 
certificate of the person for whom imported. 

Tar, pitch, and resin. 

Turtle and tortoise shell. 


II.—Export Duties. 
No export duties are leviable under the present Act. 


III.—Tonnage Dues. 

All vessels landing or taking on board cargo are liable to a due 
of ls. per ton on the registered tonnage, or to tonnage duty com- 
puted on the weight or measurement of the goods landed or taken 
on board ; but in no case is the duty computed on the weight or 
measurement aforesaid to exceed the amount arrived at by 
calculating the duty at 1s. per ton on the registered tonnage. 


SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 692 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th March 


or aa last, respecting the import and export duties 
> ie S leviable in the Somali Coast Protectorate, the 
Alcoholic Liquors. 


Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of the Regulations relative to the importa- 
tion and sale, &c., of alcoholic liquors in the Protectorate, framed 
by H.M. Consul-General in Somaliland, with the approval of the 
Secretary of State, under Article 32 of the “Somaliland Order in 
Council, 1899.” The Regulations, which were issued on the 10th 
ult., will come into force on the 1st July. 

The following is the text of the Regulations :— 

1. After the Ist day of July, 1900, alcoholic liquors shall not be 
imported, whether by land or sea, into the ‘Protectorate otherwise 
than in accordance with these Regulations. 

2. For the use of the non-native population only, there shall be 
admitted a limited quantity of alcoholic liquors imported in bottles, 
packed in cases, and of a declared value, supported by invoice or 
other documentary evidence as required, of not less than 18 rupees 
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per dozen reputed quarts, or 9 rupees per dozen reputed pints, and 
so in proportion if bottles of other sizes are used, or if imported 
in casks, of a declared value of not less than 5 rupees per liquid 
gallon, and bearing the brands of well-known European producers 
of the higher kinds of spirituous liquors. 

Light wines of European production will not, be subject to this 
minimum of value. 

With each consignment the consignee shall give a written 
guarantee that none of the liquor shall be sold by him to any 
native, that is to say, any person who is not of European race or 
parentage, and no person, whether he is the possessor of a licence 
or not, shall sell any alcoholic liquor to any native as herein defined. 

Special exemption may be made by the Consul-General, or the 
local authorities acting under his sanction, in favour of respectable 
persons of Asiatic but not of African parentage. 

3. An ad valorem duty of 5 per cent. shall be paid on all 
alcoholic liquors imported for sale in the Protectorate. 

4. No importer of, or trader in, such liquors shall be allowed to 
introduce, for sale in the Protectorate, more than 25 cases, 
containing 12 quarts or 24 pints in each case, or in casks more 
than 50 gallons, within any one period of 24 hours. Any 
further quantity imported must remain in the Custom-house, from 
which it may be withdrawn in such a manner as not to leave with 
the withdrawer more than 50 cases, or 100 gallons in casks, at 
any one time. 

A certificate must, if required, be furnished as to the quantity 
of alcoholic liquor in his store by any person applying for permission 
to withdraw liquor from the Custom-house. 

5. Except with the special permission of the Consul-General, or 
the local authorities acting under his sanction, not more than 125 
cases or 300 gallons shall be withdrawn by any firm or individual 
in any one period of six months. 

6. All alcoholic liquors imported into the Protectorate shall be 
imported at the ports of Zeyla, Berbera, and Bulhar, and at no 
other place, except with the express permission of the Consul- 
General. 

7. The manufacture of distilled liquor within the limits of the 
Protectorate is prohibited. 

8. No alcoholic liquors may be sold in the Protectorate without 
a licence. 

A limited number of licences may be issued by the Consul- 
General, or Consular officers acting under his authority, for the 
retail sale of alcoholic liquors under these Regulations. 

The licence will entitle the holder to sell alcoholic liquors subject 
to the conditions of these Regulations, and to sell the same by retail 
to be drunk either on or off the premises between the hours of 
6 a.m. and 8 p.m. 


| 

| | 
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The above-mentioned hours may be extended on particular 
occasions only by special permission on application of the licensee. 
Each licence shall be valid for one year from the date of its issue. 

A fee of 50 rupees will be charged for each retail sale licence. 

9. Alcoholic liquors imported into the Protectorate for transit to 
Harrar may, with the sanction of the Consul-General, be introduced 
on payment of an import duty of 2 per cent. ad valorem, but 
subject to the following conditions :— 

On payment of the import duty a transit licence will be issued 
by the Consular officer at Zeyla, without fee, authorising the 
licensee to transport to Harrar the alcoholic liquors of which full 
particulars shall be stated in the licence. 

The cases or other receptacles containing the liquor shall be 
sealed or otherwise securely fastened by the Consular officer, or 
under his direction. 

If at any time during the transit the cases or receptacles are 
found to have been opened, or if any of the alcoholic liquor is found 
to have been abstracted, the licensee (unless he proves to the 
satisfaction of the Court that the opening of the cases or abstrac- 
tion of the liquor was due to accident or to some cause for which 
he is not responsible) shall be liable to the same penalties herein- 
after mentioned as if he had sold alcoholic liquor without a licence. 

10. Any person who distils liquor, or who imports or sells 
alcoholic liquor in breach of these Regulations, shall be guilty of 
an offence, and, on conviction, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
1,000 rupees, and any liquor in respect of which the offence was 
committed shall be forfeited, and if the offender is the holder of a 
licence for the sale of alcoholic liquor his licence shall be liable to 
forfeiture. 

11. Any person who makes a false declaration in regard to the 
value and description of liquors imported under these Regulations, 
shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding 500 rupees. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 


Copies have been received at the Board of Trade of the 
“Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” 


pened - for the 18th and 22nd August last, containing 
Im Seaton on Dotices to the effect that, under Agreements 
rae tain Goods,  °ntered into between the Government of the 


Cape of Good Hope and the Administration of 
Southern Rhodesia, and between the Government of the Bechuana- 
land Protectorate and the same Administration, the duties leviable 
on certain goods on their importation into Southern Rhodesia may 
be paid on the entry of the goods in transit into Cape Colony or 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate, respectively, so long as the duties 
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leviable thereon in Southern Rhodesia remain the same as those 
leviable under the South African Customs Union tariff. The fol- 
lowing are the goods in question :— 

Ale, beer, and cider; beads ; confectionery ; fruits, preserved, of 
all kinds ; almonds and nuts; gunpowder; guns, gunbarrels, and 
firearms ; picks and hoes (Kaffir); pistols and revolvers; spirits, 
perfumed or not; tobacco, snuff, cigars, and cigarettes; wine ; 
blankets, sheets, and rugs, of cotton or wool; carriages, carts, &c. ; 
extracts and essences for flavouring or for perfumery ; medicinal pre- 
parations ; perfumery, soap, and other toilet preparations ; shawls ; 
articles of wearing apparel, including boots and shoes; cottons, 
linens, silks, and woollens, or mixtures thereof, in the piece or 
otherwise ; drugs and chemicals; furniture, including brushware, 
cabinet-ware, carpets, glassware, household utensils, lampware, 
and musical instruments ; haberdashery, drapery, and millinery ; 
jewellery ; plate ; and clocks and watches. 


BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of an Order, issued by the Belgian 


Free Py, 
: Minister of Finance on the 25th ult., con- 
ae rad taining the official list of articles which will 
Materials, &. future be admitted into Belgium duty-free, 


under the provisions of the Law of 29th 
December, 1899, when intended for use in the construction or 
equipment of ships. The following is a translation of this Order, 
which is to come into force on the Ist prox. 

Article 1.—The following materials and articles are exempted 
from duty, without special formalities, if the Customs Authorities 
are satisfied, after inspection, that they can only be used for the 
construction, rigging, equipment, or fitting out of ships and 
boats :— 

Stern-posts. 

Stems. 

Screw propellers. 

Frames for screw propellers and supports for twin-screws. 

Rudders with their tillers. 

Ships’ telegraphic apparatus and accessories. 

Capstans and winches with accessories; windlasses. 

Ships’ fixed lamps. 

Steering indicators with accessories; supplementary engines 
for steering and other steering apparatus with accessories ; 
regulators. 

Hawse-holes. 

Buoys; balls of cork, cord; &c., for use as fenders. 

Masts and yards, complete. 
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Oars and rowlocks. 

Sails, made up. 

Bolts and nails of copper for use in sheathing ships and boats. 

If the Customs Authorities have any doubt as to the use to 
which the above-mentioned goods are to be put, they will proceed 
in —_ with the rules laid down in the following Articles 
2 to 5. 

Article 2.—Materials and articles not mentioned in Article 1, 
but destined for the same purposes, are temporarily admitted free 
of duty under the proper guarantee-permits (No. 133); these 
permits are valid for one year, which period may, however, be 
extended. ‘This provision particularly affects the materials and 
articles mentioned below :— 

Sheets of copper or other metal for sheathing. 

Small girders of iron or steel. 

Sheets of iron or steel. 

Bars of iron and steel of different sizes and sections. 

Tubes. 

Horizontal shafts. 

Machines and machinery. 

Boilers and parts thereof. 

Scuppers, plugs, bitts, and cleats. 

Ventilators. 

Pumps. 

Hoists. 

Special apparatus of all kinds. 

Metal fittings for skylights, hatches, &c. 

Cranes, including the chains and pulleys which form parts of 
these articles ; blocks. 

Wood for masts, the mean diameter of which is not less than 
25 centimetres and the length not less than 12 metres. 

Valves, cocks, davits. 

Light ports, port holes. 

Lamps and lanterns. 

Hooks for towing. 

Steam sirens or whistles ; fog horns and trumpets. 

Sounding leads. 

Sailcloth of any material. 

Wire ropes. 

Thimbles for ropes. 

Life belts. 

Articles of furniture, &c. 

Article 3.—In order to obtain the benefit of the temporary 
exemption from duty, the materials and articles enumerated in 
Article 2 must be imported into Belgium by ship or boat builders 
or fitters. The declaration on entry must give a fairly exact 
description of the said materials and articles, so that their identity 
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may subsequently be recognised. The declaration must also state 
the trade-marks which the articles bear, should there be any. 

The first four classes of goods mentioned in Article 2 will be 
marked on entry with the Custom-house stamp, and these marks 
must be shown to the officials of the administration after the con- 
struction of the ships or boats. 

The interested parties are obliged, when called upon to do so by 
the said officials, to justify the presence in their yards or stores of 
such materials and articles as have neither been put on board ship 
nor worked in any way. 

Article 4.—When the materials and articles enumerated in 
Article 2 have been put on board ship or worked in any way, the 
interested party must inform the local Controller of Customs or, 
failing such an official, the Controller of Taxation for the district, 
by means of a detailed declaration. On this declaration being 
made, the Controller will designate two officials to verify the 
shipment or use of the articles. These officials must identify, 
should there be occasion to do so, the Custom-house marks stamped 
on the goods on importation, in the case of articles comprised in 
the first four classes of Article 2, and they will endorse the results 
of their inspection on the back of the guarantee-permit (No. 133) 
mentioned in the said Article. 

This document is considered as a discharge when all the 
materials and articles enumerated therein have, according to the 
certification of the above-mentioned officials, been employed in the 
construction of ships or boats, or have been regularly put on 
board and entered in the inventory of the articles forming the 
fittings, rigging, and furniture of the said ships or boats. 

Article 5.—Import duties paid by constructors on woods, other 
than planed wood, used by them for the construction of ships or 
boats, may be refunded. 

Applications for the refund of duties must be addressed to the 
“Director of Direct Taxation, Customs and Excise” of the 
province in which the building yard is situated. 

These applications must be accompanied :— 

1.—By the receipts handed to the constructors on payment of 
the import-duty. These receipts must not be more than three 
years old, except in cases left to the discretion of the Minister of 
Finance. 

2.—By a detailed note enumerating :— 

a. All the parts of the boats and ships built of the wood 
to which the above-mentioned receipts refer. 

b. The classification under the Customs Tariff of the 
wood used for each of thése parts, and the size and 
cubic content of the wood under each class. 

The above-mentioned official shall designate the officers commis- 
sioned to verify the shipment and use of the wood in question, and 
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these officers shall draw up a written report of their proceedingr. 
Duty will be refunded on the quantity of wood which shall be 
certified as having been worked. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
' fi Foreign Office, of a Belgian Decree, dated the 
Tariff Classi i Ist inst. and published in the “ Moniteur 
 * ong °F Belge” for the 7th inst., enacting that clasps 
seeded with their corresponding catches intended for 
gloves, purses, cases of flasks, &c., which have hitherto been classi- 
fied under the Belgian tariff heading for “Small wares and hard- 
ware,” shall in future be classed under that for “ Various articles 
for industrial purposes,” dutiable at the rate of 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


The Board of Trade the Foreign Office, a 
. copy of a Belgian Royal Decree, published in 
the Belge of the Lith inst , grant- 
of Excise " y ing a partial drawback of the excise duty in the 
= — case of “ saccharose” sugar destined for use in 
— the manufacture of invert sugar. The sugar in 
question must consist either of refined sugar in loaves, pieces, or 
powder, or of white powdered sugars (poudres blanches), polarising 
at least 994 per cent. 
The rate of the drawback is fixed at 26 francs 13 cts. per 
100 kilogs. for refined sugars, and at 25 francs 56 cts. per 
100 kilogs. for poudres blanches. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have recetved, through the Foreign Office, a copy 
attain a of a French Customs Circular of the 24th April 
Steel Cylinders last, relative to the classification for duty under 

the French Customs Tariff of steel cylinders for 

pe nog the transport of liquid carbonic acid, or of com- 
sins pressed or liquefied gas. These cylinders were 

formerly made, for the most part, of iron or soft steel, but now are 
constructed as frequently of cast or tempered steel. It has been 
decided, therefore, that they are to be classified under No. 567 of 
the French Tariff as “ Tubes bored, or not welded, of cast steel,” or 

“of soft steel,” according to the material of which they are made. 


A Circular, dated the 17th ult., notifies that tea and broken tea or 
tea dust, destined for use in the manufacture 


Admission of Tea ©, MAY Importe into rance free 
and Tea Wastes. Brag under “temporary admission” con- 


| 
| 
| 


| 

; 

| 

t 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 


aq 
4 
q 
¥ 
q 
| 
i 


624 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 21, 1900, 


Tarif Changes and Customs Regulations. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at pp. 217 and 218 
. of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd 
— ey ult., and at p: 639 of the issue for the 22nd March 
from Storage last, respecting the recent Spanish regulations 
Hulks as to foreign coal admitted free of duty for the 
: use of ocean-going ships, a Royal Order has 
now been published in the “Gaceta de Madrid,” providing that 
vessels arriving in Spanish ports from foreign countries and 
requiring coal to enable them to complete their voyage to other 
Spanish ports may be supplied, on application to the local Customs 
authorities, with the necessary amount of coal from the storage 
hulks. The Customs authorities will note on the ship’s manifest 
or other papers the amount of coal thus taken on board free of 
duty, so as to inform the authorities at the other Spanish ports at 
which the ship may touch and thus ensure that she is not 
permitted to take part in any coasting-trade operations. When 
the ship reaches her final destination, whatever coal remains in her 
bunkers must not be disembarked, but must be left there until she 
starts on a fresh voyage. If this voyage is to be an over-sea 
voyage, and if the ship has to call at other Spanish ports in order to 
complete her cargo for export, a signed undertaking must be given 
to the effect that the vessel will not engage in coasting trade 
between any of the ports at which she may touch. Any infringe- 
ment of this undertaking will be punishable, at the discretion of 
the Director-General of Customs, with discontinuance of the 
privilege of coaling from the storage hulks. 
In all cases where, for various reasons, no coal is available from 
the storage hulks, the ordinary Customs duty must be paid on any 
foreign coal supplied to ships for the purposes mentioned above. 


SERVIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 89 of the 
nition e Board of Trade Journal” for the 11th January 

= Carbid last, respecting an Order of the Servian 
Calcium Carbide. Gernment prohibiting the importation into 
Servia of calcium carbide, the Board of Trade have now received 
information, through the Foreign Office, to the effect that the 
Servian Government have withdrawn the Order containing the 
prohibition in question. 


TURKEY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Of a 
: copy of a telegram from H.M. Ambassador at 
Constantinople reporting that, on and after the 
ae wt 10th July next, the Turkish Government will 
va ‘require that goods of the descriptions included 


in the differential tariffs imposed against products of Roumania, 
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Bulgaria, Servia, and Greece, respectively, shall be accompanied 
en importation into Turkey from other countries by certificates of 
origin legalised by a Turkish Consul. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 72 of the 
New Turkish “Journal” for the 12th April last, relative 
to the lapse of the Commercial Convention 
Coston Se of 1897 between Turkey and Roumania, the 
Board of Trade have now received a copy 
of the “Journal of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Constantinople” for the 9th inst., containing a copy 
(in French) of the new Turkish Customs Tariff applicable to goods, 
the produce and manufacture of Roumania, imported into Turkey. 
The above-mentioned Tariff, which came into force on the 15th 
ult., may be consulted by persons interested, at the Offices of the 
Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any day 
between the hours of 11 and 5. 


for Products of 
Roumania. 


MOROCCO. 


H.M, Minister at Tangier, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, has 
Regulations toe forwarded a translation of certain regulations 
miei of relative to the importation into Morocco of 
¢ P rtine Guns *P°Tting guns and cartridges, which have been 

7 Ca. d ; drawn up by the Moorish Government and laid 

and Cartridges. fore the various foreign representatives. The 
following is the substance of the regulations :— 

Article 1.—No single sporting gun nor any sporting cartridges 
shall be passed for any European save upon production by him of 
a certificate from the Minister of his country at Tangier, shewing 
the port at which he desires to introduce the gun, and the number 
of cartridges, which latter must not exceed 1,000; and the deputy 
of the Makhzen at the port shall endorse the certificate on the 
back thereof, thus freeing the said gun at the port through which 
the owner asks that it may be admitted, together with the number 
of cartridges referred to. If more than the number of cartridges 
mentioned on the pass are found, they will be seized as contra- 
band. Should any European desire to introduce a gun without 
cartridges, or cartridges without a gun, the said gun or cartridges 
shall be passed under these regulations. 

Article 2.—Should the owner of a sporting gun desire to take it 
out from the port at which he introduced it, he shall not do so 
until the Oomana shall have inspected it and noted the fact of its 
export, with particulars of the gun. If the gun is found to be 
the one noted at the time of his arrival, it will be passed, but if tho 
gun presented should prove to be other than the one noted on his 
arrival, it will not be passed. Similarly, if he should desire to take 
the gun out through a port other than the port of entry, it will not 
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be passed without production of a Note from the Oomana of the 
port at which he introduced it, describing the gun in question. 

Sir A. Nicolson adds that should any European desire to import 
more than 1,000 cartridges, he would have to get a separate pass 
for the additional number. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Treasury Department of the United States have recently issued 

Entry of a Circular containing instructions to United 

Personal Effects. States Customs officers and others with regard 

to the entry of personal effects of persons arriving 

in the United States. Paragraph 697 of the Tariff makes the 
following provision respecting this matter :— 

“ Paragraph 697.—Wearing apparel, articles of personal adorn- 
“ment, toilet articles, and similar personal effects of persons 
“ arriving in the United States” are included in the Free List ; 
“but this exemption shall only include such articles as actually 
“accompany and are in the use of, and as are necessary and 
‘appropriate for the wear and use of such persons, for the 
“jmmediate purposes of the journey and present comfort and 
“ convenience, and shall not be held to apply to merchundise or 
‘« articles intended for other persons or for sale: Provided, that in 
“ case of residents of the United States returning from abroad, all 
“ wearing apparel and other personal effects taken by them out of 
“the United States to foreign countries shall be admitted free of 
“ duty, without regard to their value, upon their identity being 
“ established, under appropriate rules and regulations to be pre- 
“ scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, but no more than 100 
“ dollars in value of articles purchased abroad by such residents of 
“the United States shall be admitted free of duty on their return.” 

The above provisions have been interpreted as applying to 
personal effects forwarded to their owner after his arrival in the 
United States ; but it is now expressly laid down that only such 
goods as actually accompany the passenger are entitled to free 
entry. This limitation, however, does not apply to personal effects 
taken abroad by residents in the United States, such effects being 
free of duty on return provided that their identity be established 
by means of a sworn declaration filed with the Collector at the port 
of departure. The term “residents” is held by the Department to 
include all persons leaving the United States and making a journey 
abroad, and who, during their absence, have no fixed place of abode. 
Persons who have been abroad for two years or more, and who have 
had, during that time, a fixed place of abode for one year or more, 
will be considered as non-residents. 

With regard to the provision that goods purchased abroad up 
to a maximum value of 100 dollars —_ be imported free of duty 
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by passengers who are residents in the United States, it is laid 
down that whenever such person shall declare articles in excess of 
100 dols. in value, it shall be optional with him to specify the 
articles which are in excess, provided that, if such declaration and 
specification are not made by the passenger, duty shall be assessed 
on that class of articles in excess of 100 dols. which is subject to 
the highest rate of duty. 

In connection with this matter, the following rulings have 
been issued from time to time by the Treasury Department :— 

1. Bicycles, automobiles, dress patterns, rowboats, ecclesiastical 
robes, cameras, guns, &c., are not free of duty as personal effects, 
not being wearing apparel, articles of personal adornment, toilet 
articles, or similar effects. 

2. The oath or declaration to be presented to the officer of the 
Customs at the port of arrival may be subscribed to before any 
notary public, justice of the peace, or officer of the Customs em- 
powered to administer oaths. 

3. No invoices are required for personal effects accompanying 
the passenger. Invoices are required for importations of personal 
effects valued at over 100 dols., not accompanying the passenger. 

4, Ladies’ wearing apparel brought by a man is not free of 
duty, and vice versd. 

5. Personal effects of domestic origin, not accompanying the 
incoming passenger, are nevertheless free of duty under paragraph 
485 of the Tariff Act, upon their identity as such being established. 

6. No protest is required in the case of personal effects. 

7. Articles purchased abroad by residents of the United States 
must consist of wearing apparel, articles of personal adornment, 
toilet articles, or similar personal effects, to entitle them to free entry. 

8. Each member of a family is entitled to entry free of duty of 
100 dols. worth of personal effects purchased abroad. 

9. The personal effects must be of a character suitable to the 
station in life of the owner, and the season of the year. 

10. The law is silent as to the length of time a resident of the 
United States shall stay abroad to be entitled to the privilege 
conferred by the proviso to paragraph 697, and no general rule 
can be laid down for the guidance of Customs officers in this 
respect. Each case must be treated on its merits; but no duty 
should be levied on goods of a value of 100 dols. or less purchased 
abroad by residents of the United States, even though their stay 
abroad may have been of short duration, unless it should appear that 
the resident went abroad for the chief purpose of purchasing 
articles of wearing apparel at a less price than that at which the 
articles could be procured in the United States, and that it was not 
his or her first offence. The character, business, and standing of the 
person should be considered ; and if they are bond fide travellers, 

‘and not persons making a business of passing to and fro and 


. 
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bringing in foreign goods ostensibly as purchases under the said 

paragraph, their oaths should be accepted and free entry allowed. 
11. Personal effects purchased abroad by residents of the United 
d States must be in the possession of the owners at the time of 
arrival in the United States to entitle them to free entry. 

12. As hereinbefore provided, persons who have been abroad for 
two years or more, and who have had during that time a fixed 
i place of abode for one year or more, will be considered as non- 
residents within the meaning of the law; and this is construed to 
mean that although a resident of the United States may have had 
q a fixed place of abode for one year or more while abroad, he does 
not lose his residence within the meaning of paragraph 697 of the 
Act of 24th July, 1897, if he returns to the United States within 
two years, so that persons who have not acquired a fixed abode 
~§ abroad, and those who have, if not absent from the United States 
@G for a period of two years or more, stand on the same footing. 

13. Persons going abroad for study and those going abroad for 
pleasure, are subject to the rules governing the importation of 
personal effects. 

14. The privilege of free entry of articles purchased abroad by 
residents of the United States, is confined to the articles so pur- 
chased during the journey from which the owners are at the time 
returning. | 

15. Under the Act approved 23rd February, 1887, amending the 
Immediate Transportation Act of 10th June, 1880, such passenger 
baggage and effects as appear by the manifest of the importing 
vessel, or other satisfactory evidence, to be destined for an interior 
port mentioned in Section 7 of the Act of 1880, may be forwarded 
q to destination without examination at the port of arrival. 

4 16. Any baggage or personal effects arriving in the United 
q States in transit to any foreign country, may be delivered by the 
parties having it in charge to the Collector of the proper district, 
to be by him retained, without the payment or exaction of any 
import duty, or to be forwarded by such Collector to the Collector 
4 of the port of departure, and to be delivered to such parties on 
4 their departure for their foreign destination. 
17. Tourists or immigrants arriving from abroad with sealskin 
1 garments, must present to the Collector of Customs an invoice, 
i certified by a United States Consul, showing the date of the 
original ownership of the said garments. In default of this, the 
Collector must take evidence, supported by affidavits, as to the 
q date when the garments came into their owner’s possession ; and 
unless such date should ‘prove to be prior to the Act of 29th 
December, 1897, prohibiting the killing of fur seals in the waters 
of. the North Pacific Ocean, or unless it should appear that the 
garments were manufactured from skins taken in other waters, the 
garments in question will be liable to confiscation and destruction 


at the orders of the Treasury Department. 
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A Circular has also been issued by the Treasury Department, 
' containing instructions to United States 
rie me — Customs officials and others with regard to the 
Post and Po stal treatment of articles imported into the United 
" States under Parcel-Post and Postal Conven- 
Conventions. 
The following is the substance of these instructions :— 


(1) Unsealed packages.—All unsealed packages (except regis- 
tered) received by parcel-post, containing articles liable to Customs 
duties, will be delivered by the postmaster at the Exchange Office 
of receipt to the Collector or other officer of the Customs in whose 
district the said Office of Exchange is situated, who will appraise, 
deliver, and collect duty on packages addressed to persons residing 
in his district, and will require the addressee to affix to the entry, 
in the place provided therefor, the necessary internal revenue 
stamp. Those packages addressed to post-offices other than 
Exchange Offices of receipt should, after appraisal and rating of 
duty by the Collector or other officer of the Customs in whose 
district the Exchange Office of receipt is situated, be returned to 
the postmaster from whom they were received, who will promptly 
transmit them to the addressees, charged with the duties levied 
thereon, which will be collected from the addressees on delivery by 
the postmasters at Offices of destination. Postmasters at Offices 
of destination will require addressees to affix to the entry the 
necessary internal revenue stamp. 

Registered packages, unsealed, should be submitted to the officer 
of the Customs at the Exchange Office of receipt for appraisement 
and rating of duty, after which they should be returned to the 
postmaster at the Exchange Office of receipt, accompanied by an 
entry, for delivery and collection of duties (if the addressee resides 
in the city in which the Exchange Office of receipt is situated), or 
for transportation in the mails to the Office of destination. 

Packages closed with nails or screws are to be treated as 
unsealed. 


2. Sealed packages.—The Conventions under which parcel-post 
packages are exchanged provide that such packages must be so 
wrapped or inclosed as to permit their contents to be easily 
examined by Customs officers and by postmasters authorised to 
do so. Therefore, when packages (including registered) bear seals, 
or are so wrapped or inclosed as to prevent examination without 
material damage to, or destruction of, their contents, they should 
not be treated as parcel-post packages, but as illegal importations, 
except in the case of books, and released upon payment of fines 
equal to the duties; or appraised value, as is done with importations 
under the Universal Postal Union Convention. Books will be 
delivered on payment of duty. 
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3. Undeliverable packages.—Parcel-post packages which cannot 
be delivered should be returned to the country of origin at the 
expiration of 30 days from their receipt at the Office of destina- 
tion, except packages from the Republic of Colombia, which are to be 
returned at the expiration of 90 days, and also except packages from 
Barbados and Jamaica. When packages from the two last named 
places cannot ke delivered, the senders should be notified by the 
Post Office Department, and if no reply is received from them 
within three months from the date of notice, such packages may 
be sold for the benefit of whom it may concern. The beneficiary 
is held to be the sender. The duty or fine should be deducted 
from the proceeds. 

When the contents of a parcel which cannot be delivered are 
liable to deterioration or corruption, they may be destroyed at 
once, if necessary, or, if expedient, sold without previous notice or 
judicial formality for the benefit of the right person. The right 
person is held to be the sender. The duty or fine shall be deducted 
from the proceeds. 

4. Declarations or undervaluations.—The sender of each parcel- 
post package must make a Customs declaration, on a special 
form provided for the purpose, giving the address, a general 
description of the parcel, and an accurate statement of the 
contents, and its value. The declaration should accompany the 
entry to the accounting office. 

If the appraised value exceeds the value declared, additional 
duty should be assessed, cr seizure made, as provided by Section 
32 of the Tariff Act of July 24th, 1897. 


5. Invoice or bond.—When parcel-post packages exceed 100 dols. 
in value, a duly certified invoice, or a bond for the production 
thereof, is required by Section 4 of the Customs Administrative Act. 

6. Prohibited packages.—Parcel-post packages are subject to the 
Customs laws and regulations of the country of destination, and, 
therefore, publications in violation of the copyright and trade 
mark laws of the United States; lottery tickets, advertisements, 
or circulars; obscene or immoral articles; cigars in illegal quan- 
tities ; and any other prohibited importations, should be seized and 
dealt with as prescribed by the Customs laws and regulations. 
The various Parcel-post and Postal Conventions also prohibit the 
forwarding in the mails of poisons and explosive or inflammable 
substances ; fatty substances ; liquids and substances which easily 
liquify ; confections and pastes; live or dead animals, except dead 
insects and reptiles, when thoroughly dried ; fruits and vegetables 
which easily decompose ; substances which exhale a bad odour ; 
articles which might in any way damage or destroy the mails or 
injure the persons handling them ; and opium from Hawaii. 
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The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
Casto of the Customs Tariff and Customs Regulations 
econ of the United States, which have recently been 

J published by the Treasury Department at 

Washington for the guidance of United States Customs Officers :— 

Lithophone.—The article known as “‘lithophone ” or “lithofone,” 
which at and prior to the passage of the Tariff Act of the 24th 
July, 1897, was commercially known as “white sulphide of zinc,” 
is dutiable as such under paragraph 57 of the Tariff at the rate of 
14 cents. per lb., and is not to be considered as a “white paint or 
pigment containing zinc,” dutiable under the same paragraph. 

Feather beds and pillows.—Beds and pillows composed of feathers 
and cotton, feathers being the component material of chief value, 
are dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad val. under paragraph 
425 of the Tariff. 

Silicate of iron.—Silicate of iron, a ground substance, com- 
posed of 17°56 per cent. of silica, 65°27 per cent. of oxides of iron, 
and 17:17 per cent. of oxide of manganese, alumina, lime, &c., is 
dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad val. as an article com- 
posed wholly of mineral substances, under paragraph 97 of the Tariff. 

Rice jlowr.—Ground rice in the form of a flour, known as rice 
flour, is dutiable at the rate of 1-4th cent. per lb., under the 
provision for “ rice flour” in paragraph 232 of the Tariff, and not, 
even if suitable for such use, at 13 cents. per lb. under paragraph 
285 as a preparation “ fit for use as starch.” 

Caps of rabbit-fur.—Caps manufactured from the hair or fur of 
the rabbit are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad val. under 
paragraph 450 of the Tariff as manufactures of fur, and not as hats 
of rabbit-fur under paragraph 432. 

Drawback on syrups.—Paragraphs 9 and 10 of Treasury Circular 
No. 183 of October 12th, 1898, which contained instructions 
relative to the rate of drawback on syrups under the Tariff Law of 
24th July, 1897, are amended to read as follows :— 

“9. The drawback on syrup shall equal 36 per cent. of its net 
“value. The value herein named is the value ‘in tank’ at the 
“ refinery, in condition as thrown finally from the centrifugal, in the 
regular process of sugar manufacture. 

“10. When, after such process, the syrup has been passed 
“ through filters or subjected to treatment, other than mixing in 
“the vacuum pan, whereby its character and value have been 
“ enhanced, the fact must be shown in the drawback entry, and a 
** deduction must be made therefor of 4 cents. per gallon, in 
“ addition to the usual deduction from the price ‘ free on board,’ to 
‘find its value as a basis for determining the rate of drawback. 
‘When the syrup is exported in condition as thrown from the 
“ centrifugal, in the sense herein explained, such fact must be 
“ declared in the drawback entry.” 
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In addition to the foregoing, and as a adiiiattiin of liquidation, 
the original bill of purchase from the refiner must be filed with and 
form a part of the drawback entry, to which must be affixed the 
affidavit of the purchaser, showing that the said bill represents the 
actual purchase price of the syrup covered by the said entry, and 
that the said syrup was purchased either as “filtered” or “ un- 
filtered,” as the case may be. 

These instructions were to take effect on and after 18th May, 
1900. 


CUBA. 


New Customs Tariff—Continued from p. 569 of the last issue of 
the Journal.” 


j No. Tariff Classification. de te of | New Rate of Duty. 
q Dols, Cts. Dols. Cts. 
CLass XII.—ALIMENTARY SvUB- 
q STANCES—(continued). 
4 Group 6.—Oils and beverages. 
a 274. Olive oil ; cotton seed oil (except for 
q the manufacture of soap)— 
In receptacles of earthenware, | 100 Kilogs. 2 40 | 100 Kilogs, 2 40 
} wood, or tin. 
q In — including the weight of ” 3 00 3 3 00 
bottles, 
4 275. Alcohol me Hectol 14 00) Hectol 14 00 
4q 276. Brandies and all compound spirits } 
4 » not specially mentioned— 
! In casks, barrels, or half barrels... mm 21 00 = 21 00 
In bottles, flasks, demijohns, or 34 00 34 00 
q other similar receptacles. 
i Rum in casks, barrels, or half ‘i 18 00 
barrels | 
Whiskey, ditto, ditto, ditto » 18 00 
a Gin, ditto, ditto, ditto... % 21 00 } 
4 Rum in bottles, flasks, demi johns, e 534 00 
{ or other similar receptacles, 2 
q Whiskey, ditto, ditto, ditto ... » 23 00 " 3 00 
Gin, ditto, ditto, ditto ... 34 00 
Liqueurs and cordials— 
iq In casks, barrels, or half barrels ... Pa 18 00 Ps 21 00 
In bottles, flasks, demijohns, or 36 00 B4 00 
7 other similar receptacles, 
zt 277. Wines, sparkling... Litre 0 85 Litre 0 85 : 
q pe, All white wines (except sparkling), 4 
including the so-called generous 
| wines (vinos generosos), and all red 
i or white dessert or liqueur wines— f 
In casks, barrels, or half barrels... , Hectol 4 50 ™ 0 07 x 
In bottles, flasks, demijohns, or | 13 00 0 20 
other similar receptacles. 
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Former Rate of 


No. Tariff Classification. Duty. New Rate of Duty. 
Dols. Cts. Dols. Cts. 
279. Other wines— 
In casks, barrels, or half barrels... | Hectol 4 60} Hectol 4 50 
In bottles, flasks, demijohns, or 13 00 » 13° 00 
other similar receptacles. 
280, Beer and cider— 
Malt liquor, in casks 3 380 30 
Malt liquor, in bottles ‘i 3 66 i“ 4 00 
Cider, natural or artificial ; ginger 
ale, root beer, and other non- 
alcoholic beverages not otherwise 
provided for— 
In casks, barrels or half barrels ... } 1 60 | s 1 60 
In bottles, flasks, demijohns, or ” » 3 00 


other similar receptacles 


Group 7.— Various. 
281. Saffron, safflower, and flowers of 


“tobar.” 
282, Cinnamon of all kinds F 
283. Chinese (“ canelin, 


cloves, Pepper, and 

284. Vanilla eee 

285. Tea... 

286. Coffee in the bean or ground ; “chicor; y 
roots, and chicory. 

(Provided said chicory is not grown in 
the island of Porto Rico, and imported 
into Cuba directly from Porto Rico.) 

Coffee in the bean or ground, which 
is the product of Porto Rico, and 
imported into Cuba directly from 
Porto Rico. 

287. Cocoa of all kinds, in the bean, 
ground, or in paste ; cocoa butter. 

288. Chocolate and sweetmeats of all 
kinds, including the 
packages, 


289, Pastes and fecule, for soups, and | 


other alimentary substances. 

290. Biscuits— 
Ordinary... 
Fine, of all kinds, “including the 

immediate package. 

291. Honey .. 

292, Molasses 

293. Sugar, raw is 

294. »  Tefined 

295. Saccharine 


CLAss XIIT.—MIscELLANEOUS 


Goons. 
296, Fans— 

With mountings of bamboo, reed, 
or other wood. 

With mountings of horn, bone, 
composition, or common metal. 

With mountings of tortoise-shell. 
ivory, or mother-of-pearl ; also 
fans of kid skin, silk tissue, or 
feathers, 


immediate 
| 


25 per cent. ad val. 


25 ” ” 
25 ” ” 
25 ” 


100 Kilogs.12 15 


100 Kilogs. 20 25 


25 per cent. ad val. 
3 ,, 


100 Kilogs. 0 60 
2 50 


Per Gall. 0 20 


Per Pound 0 O14 


1 50 
Kilog. 15 
| 
0 60) 
0 80 


25 ” 
26 ” ” 
” ” 


00 Kilogs. 12 15 


” 20 25 


25 per cent. ad val. 
25 


100 Kilogs. 1 50 


3 50 
PerGall. 0 20 
” 0 06 
Per Pound 0 O14 
0 02 
1 50 


30 per cent.ad ral. 
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No. Tariff Classification. 


Former Rate of 
Duty. 


New Rate of Duty. 


297. Trinkets and ornaments of all kinds, 
except those of gold or silver, or of 
gold or silver plate, or except those 
in which the predominant substance 
is amber, jet, tortoise-shell, coral, 
ivory, meerschaum, or mother-of- 
pearl, or except those in which the 
predominant substance is horn, 
whalebone, celluloid, bone, or com- 
positions imitating these materials, 
or compositions imitating those 
mentioned in paragraph 298. 

298. Amber, jet, tortoise-shell, coral, 

ivory, and mother-of-pearl, meer- 

schaum— 
Unwrought ... 
Wrought... 

Horn, whalebone, celluloid, and 

bone; also compositions imitating 

these materials, or those of the pre- 
ceding number— 

Unwrought .. 

Wrought... 

Walking sticks and sticks for um- 

brellas and parasols. 


Coffins and undertakers’ fixtures ... 


Hair, human, manufactured into 
articles of al] kinds or any shape. 
Cartridges, with or without pro- 
jectiles or bullets, for unprohibited 
firearms, also primers and caps for 
such arms. 
Tarpaulins coated with sand, for 
vans; felts and tow, tarred or 
coated with pitch. 
305. Oilcloths— 
For floors and packing purposes... 
Other... ove 
Pads and brief cases of oilcloth, or 
bands for hats, shall be liable to a surtax 
of 40 per cent. 
306. Cases— 

Of fine wood or leather, lined with 
silk ; other similar cases. 

Of common wood, cardboard, osier, 
and the like, including letter 
files. 

307. Artificial flowers of tissue or wax, 


299. 


301. 
302. 


303. 


304, 


also pistils, buds, leaves, and seeds, | 


of any kind of material, for the 
manufacture of flowers. 

308. Matches of wax, wood, or card- 
board, including the immediate 


packages. 


Dols. Cts. 


Kilog. 0 75 


0 
” 1 
Hundred 4 


” 


Not separately 
Kilog. 00 
100 Kilogs. 30 00 


100 Kilogs. } 


(gross wt,) f° 28 


100 Kilogs. 3 
Kilog. 0 


00 
06 


75 
20 


00 


20 | 


Dols. Cts. 


Kilog. 0 75 


0 60 
1 20 
25 per ‘cent. ad val. 


25 
Kilog. 


100 Kilogs. 30 


00 


100 Kilogs. | 9 
(gross wt.) J 


00 
06 


100 Kilogs. 
Kilog. 


20 


634 
— 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| » | » 1 00 
| 80 1 80 
| 60 
20 
00 
... | 
5 
00 
| 
| 
| | 
| 3 
| 
| 
| 0 | 0 75 
| » 0 n 0 20 
» 1 00 
| | 
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Former Rate of 


New Rate of Duty. 


On woollen or silk tissue . oon 
Note.—Confections or manufactures of 
articles dutiable under this pafagraph 
shall be liable to a surtax of 30 per cent, 
except boots and shoes of rubber. 


No. Tariff Classification. Duty. 
Dols, Cts. Dols. Cts. 
309. Caoutchouc and gutta-percha manu- 
factured in any shape or into any 
kind of article not otherwise pro- 
vided for. 
Rubber hose and piston packing... ilog. 5) 
All other articles Kilog. 0 05 20 
310, Games and toys, except ‘those of - 0 10 ~ 0 10 
tortoise-shell, ivory, mother-of- 
pearl, gold, or silver, and except 
those made of articles mentioned in 
paragraphs 298 and 299, 
311. Umbrellas and 
Covered with silk . ac 0 
Other 0 05 25 percent. ad val. 
312. Oiland water colour paintings 25 per cent. ad val. | 25 re a 
(Various rates 
according to | 
313. Hats, bonnets, and caps of all kinds, | } material, and 20 
finished or unfinished. whether 
finished or un- | | 
finished. | 
314, Waterproof or caoutchouc stuffs, | 
including boots and shoes of 
rubber— 
On cotton tissue Kilog. Kilog. 
| 


315. On all other goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, and effects, not otherwise 
enumerated or provided for, except 
crude materials. 

316. On crude materials, not otherwise 
enumerated. 


Ciass XIV.—TOBACCO, 
317. Tobacco— 

In cakes, so-called “ dreva,” 
carrots. 

In powder or snuff, or otherwise 
manufactured. 

Leaf tobacco, stemmed or un- 
stemmed, whether wrapper or 
filler. 


Cigars, cigarettes, cheroots of all 
kinds. 


or in 


Paper cigars and cigarettes, in- 
cluding wrappers, shall be sub- 
ject to the same duties as are 
herein imposed on cigars, 


” 


25 per cent. ad val. 


100 Kilogs.10 50 


Perlb. O 12 
5 00 | 
4 50 

and 25 per cent. 


ad val. 


100 Kilogs.10 50 
0 


5 


Per lb. 12 


00 


4 50 
and 25 per cent. 
| ad val. 


|| 
| 
a 25 per cent. ad val. 
| | 
| | 
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: Special Provision. 


318. The following articles, when imported direct, by a steam or street railroad 
company or planter of the island of Cuba, for the exclusive use of the said 
railroad or planter, within 12 calendar months from the promulgation of 
this Tariff, shall be entitled to entry at 10 per cent. duty ad valorem, under 
such conditions and guaranty as the Collector of Customs for Cuba may 
exact or direct : 

Passenger coaches, complete, erected or not. 

Freight cars, complete, erected or not. 

Trucks, wheels, axles, axle boxes, forgings, brasses, and fixtures for passen- 
ger coaches and freight cars. 

Pine-wood prepared especially for freight cars. 

Locomotives and tenders, locomotive boilers and locomotive furnaces, 
locomotive boiler plates and tubes, locomotive and tender frames, 
wheels, axles, axle boxes, brasses, and tanks for locomotive tenders. 

Electric motors and machinery for power houses. 

Turntables, transfer bridges, iron or steel bridge work, rivetted or rolled, 
steel rails, points, crossings, signals, and accessories thereof, gate 
crossings, and metal ties, 


Free List. 


The under-mentioned articles may be imported into Cuba exempt from the 
duties stipulated in the Tariff on compliance with the prescribed conditions, and 
the formalities established for every case in the Customs regulations :— 


319. Manures, natural. 
320. Trees, plants, and moss in natural or fresh state. 


321. National products returning from foreign exhibitions, on presentation of the 
Bill of Lading or certificate proving their exportation from the island, and 
of satisfactory evidence attesting that such products have been presented 
and have been shipped to their point of departure. ~ 


322. Trained animals, portable theatres, panoramas, wax figures, and other similar 
objects for public entertainment, imported temporarily for not longer than 
three months, unless extension be granted by the Collector of Customs, 
provided bond be given. 

323. Receptacles exported from Cuba with fruits, sugar, molasses, honey, brandy, 
alcohol, and cocoanut oil, and re-imported empty, including iron drums 
containing cordage oil. 


324. Specimens and collections of mineralogy, botany, and zoology ; all small 
models for public museums, schools, academies, and scientific and artistic 
corporations, on proof of their destination, and archeological and numis- 
matical objects for public museums, academies, and scientific and artistic 
corporations, on proof of their destination. 

325. Used furniture of persons coming to settle in the island, provided the same 
has been in use for one year. 


326. Samples of felt, wall paper, and tissues, when they comply with the following 
conditions :— 


(a) When they do not exceed 40 centimetres in length, measured in the 
warp or length of the piece,even when such samples have the entire width 
of the piece. The width shall, for tissues, be determined by the list, and 
for felts and wall paper by the narrow border which has not passed 
through the press. 


()) Samples not having these indications shall only be admitted free of 
duty when they do not exceed 40 centimetres in any dimension. 


(c) In order to avoid abuse, the samples declarel for free entry must 
have cuts at every 20 centimetres of their width, so as to render them 
unfit for any other purpose. 
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327. 


328, 


329. 


330. 


331. 


332. 


333. 


334. 
335. 
336. 


337. 


338. 
339. 
340. 
341. 


342. 
343, 


Samples of trimmings in small pieces, of no commercial value or possible 
application. 

NotTE.—No other samples than those provided for in paragraphs 326 
and 327 shall be admitted free of duty ; provided that ordinary and usual 
commercial samples, imported by bond fide commercial travellers in their 
baggage, after examination and identification by the Custom-house, upon 
re-exportation within three months after the date of their importation, 
shall be entitled to a refund of 75 per cent. of the duties paid thereon, if 
upon presentation at the Custom-house for re-exportation such samples 
shall be positively recognised and identified as being those upon which 
duty has been paid, and provided further that the appraised value of said 
samples shall not exceed 500 dollars, 


Works of fine art acquired by the Government, academies, or other official 
corporations, and intended for museums, galleries, or art schools, when due 
proof is given as to their destination. 

Gold in bars, powder, or coined ; also silver or bronze coins. 

Wearing ne, toilet objects, and articles for personal use, bed and table 
linen, books, portable tools and instruments, theatrical costumes, jewels, 
and table services bearing evident trace of having been used, imported by 
travellers in their luggage in quantities proportionate to their class, 
profession, and position. 

NoTE.—The Collector of Customs may exact a bond for the exportation 
of these articles when deemed necessary by him. 

Stone, unwrought, for paving purposes. 


Ploughs, hoes, machetes, cane knives, &c., exclusively used for agricultural 
purposes, and other exclusively agricultural implements not being ma- 
chinery. 

Note.—In the interpretation of this paragraph, in the case of an instru- 
ment claimed to be for agricultural purposes, the classification will be 
determined by the use to which the implement is to be put, proved to the 
satisfaction of the Collector of Customs. 


Quinine, sulphate and bi-sulphate of, and all alkaloids or salts of cinchona 
bark, except quinine pills. 

Hemp, flax, and ramie, raw, hackled, or tow. 

Abaca, heniquen, pita, jute, and other vegetable fibres, raw, hackled, or tow. 

Single yarns, made of jute, for the manufacture of sugar bags only, to be 
imported by sugar bag manufacturers only, the importer to give a bond to 
use the yarn exclusively for the manufacture of sugar bags, 


Standard text books for the use of schvols, whoever be the importer, and maps 
and scientific instruments, for the use of schools, which have been purchased 
by the properly constituted authorities of said schools, in quantities not 
exceeding the absolute requirements of such schools, conclusive evidence 
being furnished to the Customs officers that such purchases were made prior 
to the importation of the articles entered, together with the certificate of 
the superintendent or principal of the school that the same is to be used 
exclusively for such institution. 


Coal and coke. 
Natural mineral waters. 
Fresh fish. 


Articles of the growth, produce, and manufacture of the island of Cuba 
exported to a foreign country and returned without having been advanced 
in value or improved in condition by any process of manufacture or other 
means, and upon which no drawback or bounty has been allowed. 

Common bricks, unglazed, for building purposes, 

Undressed common pine lumber. 


638 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 21, 1900. 


Tarif Changes and Customs Regulations. 


344. Beehives and beekeepers’ supplies, as follows :—Wooden beehives with grooves 
in the corners ; squared honey-comb boxes ; small wheels for cutting honey- 
comb; honey extractors, of tin ; extractor frames ; honey knives, straight and 
triangular, “ Navajon” ; apparatus for extracting new honey and making 
syrup for the bees ; Swiss wax extractor (Root) ; Swiss wax extractor in 
the sun (Doolittle) ; Swiss wax extractor in the sun (Boardman) ; perforated 
zinc for separating beehives (Tinker and Root); department for queen bee 
and drone; honey-comb frames; hot smoking apparatus (Corneil) ; hot 
smoking apparatus (Crane) ; cold smoking apparatus (Clark) ; cold smoking 
apparatus (Binghan) ; brushes for cleaning beehives ; net for closing bees ; 
swarm catchers ; veil wax protectors ; glube wax protectors ; boxes for ship- 
ping beehives with apartments ; wire apparatus for taking out beehives; paste- 
board boxes for honey-combs; tanks to keep syrup for bee nourishment ; 
apparatus for protecting queen bee's cell (West); apparatus for catching 
queen bees and transferring them to their cells (Muller). 


345. Lithographs, posters, manufacturers’ catalogues, calendars, and folders, for > J 
advertising purposes only, having no commercial value and designed for free 
public distribution. 


In case of doubt as to the clearance of crude petroleum, a sample of this 
oil must be taken, and the following rules observed :— 

1. A sample of 200 cubic centimetres shall be taken from 50 cases or 
less, or from 10 barrels or less, comprised in the declaration and belonging 
to the same kind of goods. 

2. These samples shall be mixed in a large receptacle, and, when the 
discharge is terminated, 2 litres will be taken therefrom and put into separate 
bottles, which are to be sealed and furnished with labels signed by the Customs 
employees and the interested party. These bottles shall be forwarded to the 
Customs chemical expert in order to be assayed. 

3. Immediately after this operation the goods shall be cleared and the 
corresponding duty applied, but the interested party shall always be bound 
by the results of the analysis, and the clearance shali not be deemed definitive 
until that result be known. . 

4. The samples must be assayed within one month, and the interested 
party has the right to be present when the samples are opened and analysed. 
provided that he has made a written request to this effect at the time of 
identifying the samples by affixing his signature to the labels. He may 
also appeal to the Collector at the chief port from the report of the experts. 

5. Should the interested party in his appeal request that a new analysis 
be made, this operation shall be effected at his expense if the decision of the 
Customs be sustained. In contrary cases, the expenses shall be borne by 
the Government. 

The following shall be considered as :— 

(a) Crude oil derived from schists—those obtained from first distil- 
lation, distinguishable by their density of from 900 to 920 
thousandths of a degree, or from 66 to 574 of the centesimal 
zerometer, equal to from 24 degrees and 69 hundredths to 21 
degrees and 48 hundreths Cartier. 

(b) Crude and natural petroleam—that imported in the state in 
which found when extracted from the well, and which has 
undergone no operation whatever whereby the natural chemical 
composition is altered or modified. When gradually and con- 
tinuously distilled up to a temperature of 300° C., this 
petroleum must leave a residuum exceeding 20 per cent. of its 
primitive weight. 


Prohibited Articles. 
The importation of the foliowing articles into Cuba is prohibited :— 

Dynamite, gunpowder, and similar explosives, unless the importer is able to 
produce a special authorisation for landing issued to him by the Military 
Governor of the Island. 

Paintings, publications, figures, and all other objects offensive to morality. 

Artificial wine (other than medicinal wines of known composition) and 
adulterated wines, 
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Export Rates of Duty. 


Tariff Classification. — of New Rate of Duty. 

Tobacco : Dols. Cts. Dols, Cts. 
Manufactured — 

Cigarettes in boxes a «| Thousand 0 90] Thousand 0 90 

Tobacco, cut 100 Kilogs. 3. 75 | 100 Kilogs. 75 


Cigars 1 35] Thousand 1 35 

In the leaf or filler tobaceo— 

Harvested in the Province of! 10) Kilogs. 2 20 | 100 Kilogs. 2 20 
Santiago de Cuba and exported. 
through the Custom-houses of 
Santiago, Gibara, or Manza- 
nillo, 


JAPAN. 


The following translation of a Law, establishing temporary Customs 

Temporary storehouses in Japan, was published in the 

Some “‘ Japan Weekly Mail” of the 28th April last: — 

Seentiennen Article 1.—Bonded warehouses shall be esta- 

‘ blished in Custom Houses for the temporary 

storage of foreign goods. The Custom Houses where such ware- 

houses are to be established shall be determined by Imperial 
Ordinance. 

Article 2.—The Minister of Finance is empowered to limit the 
classes of goods to be stored. 

Article 3.—Goods stored in the aforesaid warehouses shall not 
be regarded as imported. 
wt Article 4.—Alterations may be made in the packing or classi- 
fication of goods, or the goods may be otherwise handled in the 
warehouses. 

Article 5.—The period of storage shall not exceed three months, 
unless application is made for an extension of time and its 
necessity is recognised by the Customs Superintendent. 

Article 6.—The Customs Superintendent may, if he deems it 
necessary, direct the removal of the goods or adopt other measures. 

Article 7.—In case the prescribed time shall have expired, or in 
case the removal of goods has not been effected within the period 
specified by the Customs Superintendent in accordance with the 
foregoing Article, the goods may be confiscated in accordance with 
the Customs Regulations. 

Article 8.—The Customs Authorities are empowered to search 
the person of, or examine articles carried by, persons coming in 
or out of the warehouses, 


| 

| 
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Article 9.—The Government shall in no way be responsible for 
compensation for damages sustained by goods stored. 

Article 10.—Any person desiring to transport goods to the 
Customs warehouses must give notice to the Custom House. 

Article 11.—Goods stored shall not be removed or transferred to 
other places without special permission from the Customs Superin- 
tendent, or a permit for their importation, re-shipment, or trans- 
portation by sea, or for their storage in a bonded warehouse. 


The following is a translation of certain rules promulgated 
for the enforcement of the above Law :— 

Article 1.—Warehouses for the temporary storage of goods shall 
be established in the districts within the jurisdiction of the 
Custom Houses of Yokohama and Nagasaki. 

Article 2.—The_limits of a district where warehouses are to be 
established shall be determined by the Minister of Finance. 

Article 3.—Notice as to the transportation of goods into the 
aforesaid warehouses shall always be forwarded in the shape of a 
written statement showing the name and nationality of the ships 
on which the goods are loaded, together with marks, numbers, 
names, and quantity and value of the articles to be stored. 

Article 4.—If any person desires to secure an extension of the 
period of storage in accordance with the provisions of Article 5 
of the Law relating to bonded warehouses, he must obtain special 
permission from the Custom House by forwarding a written 
statement showing marks, numbers, names, amount or quantity of 
goods, and the period of, as well as the reasons for, the extension. 

Article 5.—The aforesaid warehouses shall be closed between 
‘sunset and sunrise, and on holidays observed by the Custom House. 
The Customs Superintendent, however, is vested with power to 
grant special permission for opening the same at any time. 

Article 6.--Any person desiring special permission to have the 
warehouses opened between sunset and sunrise or on Customs 
holidays, must forward an application to the Custom House, stating 
the period as well as the reason for such special opening. 

Article 7.—Applicants who have secured special permission as 
specified in Articles 4 and 6 must pay the specified fees. 

Article 8.—Any person using the bonded warehouses must pay 
rent for the same. 

Article 9.—The amount of the aforesaid fees and rents shall be 
determined by the Minister of Finance. 

Article 10.—Fees may be paid in revenue stamps. Any person 
desiring to pay fees in revenue stamps shall affix the same to the 
document connected with payment, and present it in that 
condition. 


The foregoing regulations were to come into operation from 
1st May, 1900. 
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BARBADOS. 


On pages 612 to 617 will be found particulars of the new ton- 
nage dues which came into force (temporarily) 
Tonnage Buse. on the 15th ultimo, under the Customs Tariff 


Act of 1900. 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch dated 7th instant has been received at the Foreign 

; Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 

sagt mn hes stating that, according to the “ Journal de St. 

y- Petersbourg” of the 7th instant, the Baladjary- 

Petrovsk section of the Vladikavkas Railway, by which the 

Vladikavkas line will be placed in direct communication with the 

railway system of European Russia, was to be opened for traffic on 
the 26th May/8th June. 


FRANCE. 


According to the “ Journal des Transports” of the 2nd inst., the 

Governor-General ot Algeria has just notified 

hag to the Oran Chamber of Commerce that the 

¥- Government has approved of the extension of 

the Southern Oran railway (Franco-Algerian Company) to a point 

beyond Duveyrier in the direction of the oases of Touat and 
Tidikelt vid the valleys of Zousfana and Saoura. 

The survey of the first section of this extension from Duveyrier 
to Ksar-el-Aroudj, a length of about 59 miles, passing through 
Bouib-Souf, Tasra, and Nakhelat-bel-Brahim, has been authorised. 
Until the line from Duveyrier is opened for working throughout 
its length, it will be used for military transport purposes to 
Duveyrier and Igli. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “Levant Herald” of 23rd ult., the Committee 
for the Damascus-Mecca railway has held 
another meeting under the of 
Y- the Minister of Marine, the principal 
member of the Committee. At this meeting it was decided that 
the line is to be of the ordinary gauge, that the carriages are to be 
built in the Admiralty workshops, and that the locomotives are to 
be bought in Europe by public tender on dates to be published in 
the press. The Committee has, in addition, drawn up the 
instructions for the engineers in charge of the survey. 
The “ Levant Herald” of 13th inst. reports that the committee 
having charge of the arrangements for the construction of the above 


| 
i 
| 
1 
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railway have been placed, held a meeting on the 12th inst., at the 
Palace, decided to open a public subscription to a fund towards the 
realisation of the project, and opened a special register for entering 
the names of subscribers The committee is also negotiating with 
the authorities of Menteshé for cutting in the forests of that district 
the wood necessary for making sleepers, of which it is thonght, 
1,390,000 will be required. 

A later issue of the “ Levant Herald” (16th instant) reports 
that the works of the projected line are to be taken in hand 
forthwith without waiting for the result of the appeal for a public 
subscription, and a special credit of T£100,000 has been opened 
for this purpose at the Ministry of Finance. The appeal for con- 
tributions will be addressed not only to the Mohamedans of the 
Empire, but also to those of the whole world, on the ground of the 
eminently Islamic character of the Railway. The text of it will 
shortly be published in the Turkish papers. 


CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Hangchow, reports to the Foreign 
. Office that the branch of trade in which the 
nan — increase has been greatest at that port is the 
ae ‘ import of native goods. This trade has 
multiplied nearly tenfold in two years, for while the total for 1899 
amounts to 2°70 times that for 1898, the latter in its turn was 3°62 
times that for 1897. Every item of any iniportance in the list 
shows an increase, and this increase is proportionately far greater 
than in foreign goods. This can only be accounted for by 
supposing that dealers are rapidly finding out the convenience of 
shipping by steam launch, and are abandoning in favour of this 
procedure the older native methods of trade. 

The trade of which cognizance is taken by the Imperial Customs 
is entirely canal borne. The Hangchow Custom House is situated 
in the foreign settlement on the east bank of the Grand Canal 
about four miles outside the city to the north. In addition to 
this, the principal office, there is a branch office at Kiahsing, about 
half-way between Hangchow and Shanghai at the junction with 
the canal leading to Soochow. The figures for the trade of 
Kiahsing are not distinguished in the Customs returns from those 
of Hangchow, and are consequently included therewith in this 
report. 

This canal trade is carried on in Chinese junks and cargo boats 
towed by steam launches which belong to two companies, of which 
one is Chinese, known as “ Tai Shéng Ch’ang” (‘Tai sing cheong), 
and the other Japanese, and named Ta Tung, (that is, Great 
Eastern), ‘“‘Tai To” (in Chinese). Each launch takes a tow, or 
train” as it, is familiarly called, of six, seven, or eight junks 
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and passenger boats. These “trains” are made up to leave 
Hangchow at from five to seven o’clock every evening. They 
leave Shanghai about the same hours. In the absence of bad 
weather or accidents the journey of 150 miles from the Hangchow 
Settlement to Shanghai occupies some 24 hours, including short 
stoppages at 'T’ang-hsi (Dong si) and Kiahsing, but this time may 
be prolonged to 40 hours or over under unfavourable circum- 
stances. The journey to Soochow is rather shorter, both in time 
and distance. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 2,449.) 


The Acting British Consul at Pakhoi, writing on the subject of the 
Riieientaatice proposed railway from Pakhoi to Nan Ning, 
with Pakhoi states that, if good roads (cart roads) were made 
: from PakhoitoCh’inchou(whence the line to Nan 
Ning should start), and thence continued to Nan Ning, a distance 
of about 100 miles, it would be a considerable step in advance, 
and would help to assure the future trade of the port, which is now 
threatened with reduction within very narrow limits, because no 
one has the enterprise to take advantage of a situation naturally 
so favourable as to defy competition if properly developed. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,437.) 


TRADE NOTES. 
MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The “ Mining Journal” for the 6th inst. states that a recently- 
published report by Mr. Alfred Chatterton, ‘the 
Industry officer in charge of the Aluminium Depart- 

; ment, School of Arts, Madras, shows that the 

aluminium industry is establishing a hold in that country. The 
industry was started as an experiment in the schools, and though 
it is still, comparatively speaking, a creation of yesterday, it has 
passed satisfactorily out of the probationary period, and seems 
likely to make considerable strides in the future. At the com- 
mencement the demand was naturally very small, but it has gone 
on increasing until there is now no doubt that there is a large 
industrial field in which it can be usefully and successfully 
employed. Everyone knows the affection of the Hindoo mind for 
silver goods, and the infinitude of pains and labour which are 
lavished on the various forms of its workmanship; it is thus the 
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more remarkable to find that in many of the wealthy houses 
aluminium is supplanting silver, and that it is being made the 
basis of a growing industry. The uses of the metal are many. It 
is employed “ by military officers in frontier manceuvres, where 
lightness is a great advantage, and ability to stand a good deal of 
rough usage essential ; by clubs and regimental messes where, it 
may be assumed, the higher flights of the culinary art receive 
attention; by private individuals whose main requirements are 
durability, cleanliness, and freedom from all risk of poisonous 
compounds; and by hundreds of natives of this country who find 
that when it is given a fair trial it is found to possess many advan- 
tages over the metals they have hitherto been accustomed to 
employ.” No prejudice exists against the metal, and it is expected 
that as soon as it becomes thoroughly known amongst the great 
masses of the people its use will increase. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The following statement showing the value of sugar machinery 

Imports of imported into the Colony during the past five 
Sener Minaiten years from the United Kingdom, the United 
—_ *Y: States, and from other countries respectively, 
is taken from the report of the Comptroller of Customs on the 
Customs Revenue and the trade and navigation of the Colony 
for 1898-99. 


Year ending 3lst | From United From From | Total 
March. Kingdom. | United States. jother countries.| _— 
| | 
£ £ | 

1895 ... ee ise 51,959 570 2,079 54,608 
1896 ... eee sea 22,430 458 726 23,614 
1897 ... = eee 34,890 803 737 | 36,430 
1898 ... x ea 32,352 557 472 33,381 
1899 ... = sv 37,041 404 1,313 38,758 
Total... £ 178,672 2,792 5,327 186,791 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade, from 
Gold Yield— the office of the Agent-General for Western 
May, 1900 Australia, stating that the crushing returns for 

. : all gold-mining companies in the Colony for 


the month of May are as follows :—Ore treated, 102,113 tons; 
yield of gold, 119,197 ounces; average yield per ton, 1 oz. 3 dwts. 


8 grs. 
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SWITZERLAND. 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” (Rome) reports that in the Bernese 
Deposits of Oberland there exists an extensive deposit of 
Sematite hematite, which, although known for some 

r time past, has never been exploited. It is 
found at a height of 2,000 metres, and extends over several kilo- 
metres with a possible depth of from two to five metres. This bed 
is calculated to contain on Mount Erregg alone 15,000,000 tons of 
ore. According to an analysis made at the Zurich Polytechnic the 
proportion of iron is 60 percent. The Bernese Government has 
granted a concession of a waterfall of 60,000 horse power for the 
exploitation of the deposit. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of 


Geen Extens. Excise in the week ended the 16th inst., were 
as follow :— 
Wheat... ... 258. 6d. 
Barley... 238. 8d. 


For further particulars see P 658. 


A statement is published on p. 659, showing the quantities of the 

;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 26) ended the 16th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars relating to the Major Irrigation 
Projects in India, now in course of construc- 


Irrigation Frojects tion, have been extracted from the Parliamen- 
in course 


of construction. 


tary Paper referred to on page 600 :— 
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Length. 
et Probable 
; Estimated | Expenditure 
Distribu- total cost. to 3lst 
taries. March, 1900. 
Burma— Miles. Miles. Rx. Rx. 
Mandalay Canal ... . 39} 120 386,400 261,900 
North-Western Provinces an 
Oudh— 
Fatehpur branch, Lower 106 448 342,000 309,111 
Ganges Canal. 
Punjab— 
Chenab Canal _..... a 427 1,776 2,568,418 2,457,915 
Jhelum Canal _... 161 569 1,202,407 320,197 
Bombay— 
Jamrao Canal _.. 1634 3643 772,667 647,610 
Dad Canal... sci se 96 1724* 243,134 99,752 
Naulakhi Canal ... 53 1053* 121,793 15 
Nasrat Canal eet cen 83 50* 161,532 3,719 
Total ...| 1,1283 | 3,6054 | 5,798,351 | 4,100,219 


* These distributaries are described as Branches in the Estimates for the project. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
ane during the week ended the 14th inst., was 
tne 32,643, and the number imported during the 
24 weeks ended the 14th inst., was 1,675,408. As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 14th inst., 4,577 
bales, and for the 24 weeks, 182,209. 
For further details see p. 657. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during the 
ae month of May, 1900, passed the examination 
Werhts and Provided for in the 11th Section of the Weights 

te and Measures Act, 1889 :— 
; Bloor, William Elijah, Birmingham; Bundy, 

Francis Joseph, Kingston-upon-Hull; Bushby, Walton, Maccles- 

field; Joyce, George Henry, London County. 


During May the general state of employment remained good 
State of the in most of the important industries, and in- 
Labour Market  °7°S°8 of wages involving a large number of 
: workpeople were reported during the month. 
on Shy. In the 138 Trade Unions making returns, 
with an aggregate membership of 531,608, 12,645 (or 2°4 per 
cent.) were reported as unemployed at the end of May, compared 
with 2°5 per cent. in April, and with 2°5 per cent. in the 123 
unions, with a membership of 498,836, from which returns were 
received for May, 1899. 
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The above statement is based on 2,514 returns made to the 
Board of Trade, viz., 1,750 from employers, 615 from Trade Unions, 
and 149 from other sources. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Banbury, on 

Inquiries under the 6th inst., into the circumstances attending 

Scien Sestatiens the explosion of a boiler at the Town Hall 
rm Wharf, Banbury, on the 7th May last. 

, The boiler, one of the vertical type, was 
supplied new in 1877 to the owner of the Town Hall Wharf, who 
was carrying on business as a furniture remover and coal and corn 
merchant, the boiler being used to supply steam to a saw mill and 
a chaff cutter. 

In 1885 the owner died and his sister inherited the property. 
She entrusted the business to the management of her husband, 
and in 1892 the boiler was overhauled and thoroughly repaired. 
After that time it was never examined by any competent person. 

In 1897 the husband died, and the son, who up to that time 
had been employed as a book-keeper on the premises, took over 
the management of the business, which he conducted in the same 
manner as it had been conducted by his father, and being ignorant 
of the necessity for periodical examinations of the boiler, he never 
caused it to be examined. 

On the 7th May, the boiler was being used at a pressure of 
about 50 lbs. per square inch, when it exploded. ‘The side of the 
firebox ruptured for about 4 feet, the boiler was projected upwards 
through the roof of the house in which it stood and fell into a 
public roadway within a few feet of a dwelling-house. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by over-pressure 
of steam, the sides of the firebox being so reduced by corrosion 
as to be unable to withstand any useful pressure. That the 
manager had not taken proper measures to ensure that the boiler 
was being worked under safe conditions, and that the owner of 
the boiler was responsible for his neglect. 

Having regard to the loss the owner had sustained by damage 
to her property the Court ordered her to pay the sum of 51. 
towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to official statistics issued by the India Office, there 
Paper Mill are nine paper mills in British India, three in 
per ms: the Bombay Presidency, four in Bengal, one at 


Lucknow, and one at Gwalior which has ceased to work. Of the 
nine, two are private concerns in the Bombay Presidency. The 
others have an aggregate nominal capital of Rx 677,200. The 
quality of the papers made is good, and they have a large and 
increasing sale. Most of the white and blue foolscap and much of 
the blotting paper, note paper, and envelopes used in the Govern- 
ment offices is now obtained from the Indian mills. The total 
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quantity of paper made in 1899 was 44 million lbs., and its 
reported value Rx 624,000. The number of persons employed 
is 4,436. 

There are a number of small paper works, for the manufacture 
of what is known as country paper, scattered through most 
provinces, but for these petty industries no statistical information 
is available. It is known, however, that they are gradually giving 
way under the competition of the much better paper made in 
the mills. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “ Agricultural Journal” for 12th April last, published by the 

Department of Agriculture, Cape of Good Hope, 

ee states that during the year 1899 the Colonial* 

: Islands produced 2,801 tons, and the Ichaboe* 

Islands about 2,211 tons, making a total of 5,012 tons of guano 
(approximately) for the season. 

The guano, sold locally by the Government amounted to 
3,205 tons, and the guano sold in foreign markets, at an average 
price of 91. 0s. 10d. per ton gross, to 2,577 tons. 

The yield from either group of islands is not up to the average 
standard. The output depends upon, and is affected by, many 
circumstances outside the elements themselves. 

The wisdom of storing the guano upon the Ichaboe Islands 
instead of sending it elsewhere, when there was no market, has 
been fully. proved by the logic of events, because besides saving 
very great expense in storage, &c., the guano has improved by 
keeping in the almost rainless zone where the islands are situated, 
and the accumulated stocks have not only been sold at renunera- 
tive rates, but a further request has been made by the purchasers 
for another 10,000 tons on the same terms. 

The sum of 2,749/. was realised by the sale of penguin eggs 
during the season of 1899. The service in connection with the 
delivery of guano during the year appears to have given satis- 
faction, and the quality of the guano left nothing to be desired. 


* Off the South-West Coast of Africa. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The following tables showing the value of the imports into and 
the exports from British Guiana in the years 
Trade in 1895-99. 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898 and 1899, are taken 
from the report of the Comptroller of Customs, 
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on the Customs Revenue and the Trade and Navigation of the 
Colony, for the year ended 31st March, 1899. 


Imports. 


Year ended March. 
Articles. 


1895, | 1896. | 1897, | 1898, | 1899, 


£ £ £ £ £ 
Live animals, food, 776,030 746,526 597,713 610,799 633,272 
drinks and narcotics. 
Raw materials— 


(a) Textile ... 59 _ 32 
(+) Metal 1,408 763 
(c) Other... eee 5,868 51,255 52,799 27,954 49,472 


Manufactured articles— 
(a) Textile ... a 223,895 187,657 161,582 218,499 192,570 


(b) Metal ... ee | 128,828 79,759 95,102 | 110,439 98,574 

(c) Other...  ...| 513,217 | 356,587 | 369,191 | 302,892 | 360,106 

Coin and bullion ane 25,917 21,760 65,322 10,984 36,323 

Total... £ | 1,668,750 | 1,443,553 | 1,341,709 | 1,282,975 | 1,371,412 
Exports. 


Year ended 31st March. 


Articles. 
1895. | 1896. | 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 


£ £ £ 
Live animals, food, } 1,449,850 | 1,244,797 | 1,331,363 | 1,238,336 | 1,268,327 
drinks and narcotics. 
Raw materials— 


(a) Textile ... awe 71 13 28 13 _ 

(>) Metal ... 847 308 = 

(c) Other... awe 35,153 25,193 55,389 52,157 49,348 
Manufactured articles— 

(a) Textile ... ine 182 92 11,808 10,027 10,300 

(4) Metal... 2,232 1,097 4,028 3,921 3,381 


(c) Other... oes 28,165 27,837 17,338 16,405 15,520 
Coin and bullion eee 524,248 470,471 478,656 462,597 428,315 


Total ...  £| 2,039,901 | 1,769,500 | 1,899,457 | 1,783,764 | 1,775,691 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The following table showing the value of the imports into, and the 
. exports from, New Zealand during the first 

Trade of First quarter of 1900 as compared with the corre- 
Quarter of 1900. sponding periods in the two previous years is 
taken from the “‘New Zealand Trade Review and Price Current” 


for 12th ult. :— 
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| Three Months ended March 31st. 


| 


| 1898. | 1899. 1°00, 

Imports :— | | 
Merchandise... 2,212,208 2,229,417 2,586,705 
278 1460 | 97,400 

Total... 2,212,486 2,230,877 | 2,684,105 

Exports 
Merchandise «4,564,003 4,298,920 5,290,834 
422 2,390 2,900 
Total... 4,564,425 4,301,310 | 5,293,734 


As regards the imports, an increase is shown in the gross amount 
of some 453,000/., and in the total of merchandise, apart from 
specie, of 357,000 over the figures for the first quarter of 1899. 

Taking the exports, the total for the quarter is not far short of 
a million sterling in excess of the corresponding period of 1899. 
The chief factors in this increase are wool, which shows an 
improvement of some 421,000/.; butter and cheese, which yield 
another 188,000/.; grain, whole and ground, 185,800/.; hemp, 
82,000/.; frozen meat, 80,0001. 


The following table showing the value of the imports into New 
Zealand from the continents of America, and 
ate th ts to th tries in th 
i Raita e exports to the same countries in the year 
1899, as compared with the previous year, is 
taken from the “ New Zealand T'rade Review and Price Current ” 
of 12th ult. 


Imports. Exports. 
1898. 1899. | 1898. 1899. 
| £ £ £ £ 
British North America ... 71,612 63,391 3,760 6,457 
United States... 800,411 775,309 623,133 433,499 
South America and Foreign| 423 2,387 5,166 3,869 
West Indies. | 
Total 872,446 841,087 632,059 443,815 
| | 
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The proportion of trade with America outside the United States, 
is comparatively unimportant, and in that with British North 
America, there is, as regards imports, naturally, a falling-off since 
the cessation of the Vancouver service, though the exports show 
some increase. 


ITALY. 


According to statistics published by the Royal Inspector of Rail- 
. ways in Italy, and quoted in the “ Gazzetta 
mostete pean Ufficiale” of the 8th inst., the total length of 
‘electric tramways in Italy on the 1st‘January 
last was 1,974 miles, distributed as follows :— 


Lombardy ... 653 miles. 
Tuscany ... ins an 
Apulia... 
Other Provinces ... 


1,974 miles. 


According to a report by the Italian Consul-General at Zanzibar, 

Development of the Sultanates in the north of Somali are 

Italid making marked advances to Italian merchants. — 

Somaliland. This is particularly the case as regards the 

Sultans of Abbia and Allulah who have 

expressly manifested the desire to cement their relations with Italy 
with the view of developing commerce in their territories. 

The Consul goes on to say that the roads in the country are 
sufficiently secure, and the caravans reach the coast without danger. 

These regions are, says “ Le Monde Economique” of 12th ult., 
especially suitable for grazing, and this branch of agriculture is 
very prosperous. A new road from the interior to the coast has 
been opened recently, and the caravans bearing skins, caoutchouc, 
and myrrh from Airan, and from the neighbourhood of the river 
Scebél ? are beginning to frequent it in preference to the Aden 
route. 

It may be added that the African Society of Naples has just 
decided to found a commercial station at Allulah, a port well 
situated in the north of Somali, a little to the south of and facing 
Aden. 


652 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 21, 1900. 


Trade Notes. 


HUNGARY. 


The consumption of tobacco in Hungary, according to the ‘Revue 
Cricsuniiiten at D’Orient” of 10th inst., amounted in 1899 to 
ceneene i 1899 the value of 50,673,824 florins, an increase of 

* 793,110 florins (1°57 per cent.) over 1898. 
There is a decrease in pipe tobacco and even cigars, especially 
Havanas, whilst cigarettes—the cheaper qualities principally— 
enjoy more than ever the favour of the public. According to 
statistics compiled by the officials of the Regie there were 
smoked in Hungary, in 1899, 563,549 kilogrammes and 
554,557,264 packets of tobacco, 489,142,170 cigars and 944,000,000 
cigarettes. 


SWITZERLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Water-Power PY of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Berne 
Co * so enclosing a report drawn up by Mr. H. C. 
a Lowther, Secretary at the Legation, on the 
grants of water-power concessions in Switzerland. 
A copy of this report may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES. 


The “ Manufacturer ” (Philadelphia), of the 15th ult., states that 
' two of the leading commercial agencies have 
taken occasion to oppose the Bill pending in 
Semnnveiel Congress, appropriating 200,000 dols., to enlarge 
M the scope of the Philadelphia Commercial Museum. 
useum. The contention of the agencies is that the Com- 
mercial Museum competes with them in furnishing information to 
American exporters regarding the standing of foreign firms, and 
that such being the case, is not entitled to aid from Government 
funds. The Manufacturers’ Club approved the Bill at its regular 
monthly meeting on 15th January last. 

One of the most valuable features of the work of the Phila- 
delphia Commercial Museum in fostering American export trade, 
is the collection of samples of merchandise sold by competitive 
nations in the markets of the world. The demand on the part of 
American exporters for additional information of this kind, has 
become so extensive that the Philadelphia Commercial Museum 
requires Government aid to respond to it adequately. 

The “ Manufacturer” goes on to say:—‘‘ No portion of the 
appropriation is intended to collect commercial ratings in 
competition with the kind of work done by the commercial 
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agencies. On the contrary, the money, if granted, will be 
devoted to studying commercial conditions in all parts of the 
world as thoroughly as possible, and to place the information 
thus gathered at the disposal of every individual and commercial 
organisation interested, with as little expense to them as possible. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 


The trade of that portion of French West Africa, which lies - 
Trade of between the British Colony of the Gambia and 
Pvoreennan Portuguese Guinea, and which is known as 
‘ Casamance, has been showing considerable 
development in the last few years. The following table showing 
the value of the imports into and exports from Casamance in the 
years 1895-1899, is taken from the “ Journal’ Officiel de 
Y Afrique Occidentale Frangaise ” :— 


Exports 
Imports. (Native Prod uce. ) 
& 
1895 25,000 7,900 
1896 36,000 8,000 
1897 64,000 38,000 
1898 65,000 60,000 
1899 108,000 82,000 


produce exported in the years 1898 and 1899 :— 


The articles imported are of the same description as at Senegalese 
ports (Dakar, Rufrique, St. Louis, &.), such as rice, alcohol, 
tobacco, iron in bars, textiles, glassware, and fancy goods. With 
regard to the exports, the following table shows the value of native 


Articles. 1898, 1899. 

| 
Bird’s skins and feathers... 3,099 983 
Wax eee * ove ose 557 1,501 
Palm nuts ove 3,613 2.902 
Ground nuts... 8,714 6,639 
Palm oil 2,032 667 
Caoutchoue evel 41,631 68,011 
Other articles ... vo! 788 801 
60,434 81,504 

| 
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MADAGASCAR. 


The “Journal Officiel” of Madagascar gives the following 
particulars as to the number and nationality of 


Nationality of traders in the Island :— 
Traders. Malagasy natives ... .. 9,456 
Asiatics ... 644 
Other Europeans ... .. 486 
African... 207 


The ports where the greatest trade is carried on, are: Tamatave, 
Diego Suarez, Andévorante Mananjary, Majunga, Vohémar, 
Mahanaro, and "Vatomandry. 


CONGO FREE STATE. 


With reference to an article on pp. 524-5 of the “ Board of Trade 
.. Journal” for the 7th inst. on the trade of the 

— ™ Congo Free State, it should be noted that the 
4 figures quoted therein refer to the special trade 

of the State, 7.e., imports for consumption in the State, and exports 
of produce and manufactures of the State. soe 

A despatch dated 30th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Legation at Brussels enclosing a summary of the 
general (or total) trade of the Free State for 1899. - 

According to this, the total value of the general (or total) trade in 
1899 was 2,649,634, 7.¢., imports 1,084,103/., and exports 1,565,5311. 
The following table shows the value of the general as compared 
with the special trade for 1899 :— 


— General. Special. 
£ 
Imports ove 1,084,103 893,000 
Exports ose 1,565,531 1,443,000 
Total £ 2,649,634 2,336,000 


The value of the general trade in 1899 exceeds that of 
1898 by 626,360/. or nearly 31 per cent., whilst the value of the 
exports has increased by nearly 63 per cent. This increase is 
na entirely due to the greater quantity of india-rubber 

rted, 3,863,134 having been shipped from the 
+ ae in 1899 as against 2,246,168 kilogrammes in 1898. This 
commerce cannot, however, continue to increase so rapidly in the 
future, although the prospects for this year are stated to be very 
satisfactory, as, on the one hand, profit is already being drawn 


| 
| 
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from the greater portion of the State Forests, and, on the other 
hand, the Government has taken rigorous steps to stop over- 
production, and has obliged persons engaged in this commerce to 
plant in proportion to the amount of india-rubber which they 
collect, thus forcing them to use some of the labour at their 
disposal to provide for the future. 

The principal exports from the Congo during 1899, were :— 


£ 

India-rubber, value hie ... 1,158,940 
Palm nuts, 62,241 
Palm oil, ” 33,370 


Of the total value 1,565,5311., goods to the value of 1,321,994. 
were shipped to Belgium, and nearly 160,000/. worth to Holland. 
The value of goods shipped to England amounted to less than 
12,0001. 

With regard to imports, Belgium heads the list with goods to 
the value of 649,252/., England occupies the second place with 
goods to the value of 134,560/., a decrease of over 15,000/., as com- 
pared with the preceding year when their value was 150,242I. 
France and Holland both imported goods to a value exceeding 
80,000/., and Germany to a value exceeding 60,0001. 

The principal imports from England were :— 


£ 
Cotton goods ... nee O8,716 
Steamers ine 19,630 
Wearing apparel 8,934 


Ironmongery ... wee 5,136 

All the figures given above refer, as already mentioned, to gexeral 
commerce, 2.¢., they include the value of goods in transit, which 
represent about 8 per cent. of the exports and about 17 per cent. 
of the imports. The development of the commerce of the Free 
State depends on the exports of india-rubber, and this trade is 
almost entirely in Belgian hands. 

British trade with the Congo continues to slowly decrease as 
regards exports, and in 1899 shows also a considerable decrease 
in imports. It is possible, however, that the figures given with 
regard to British exports to the Congo may be somewhat mis- 
leading, as it is probable that a considerable quantity of British 
goods are shipped, in the first instance, to Antwerp and thence 
re-exported to the Congo as Belgian goods. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


656 THE BOARD OF TRADE- JOURNAL. {June 21, 1900. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Birmingham.—At a recent meeting of the Council of the Bir- 
mingham Chamber of Commerce, Mr. F, B. Goodman (chairman) 
presiding, the Commercial Bills Committee presented a report 
enumerating a number of bills which had been before the considera- 
tion of that body. On the majority of them no action was taken, 
but they recommended the council to petition in favour of the 
Trusbp Funds Bill and in favour of certain amendments of the 
Railways Prevention of Accidents Bill. 


Liverpool— A meeting of the Committee of the African trade 

section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 

11th inst. in the board room of the Chamber, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, 
chairman of the section, presiding. 

The Chairman made a brief report of the proceedings at the 
conference of representatives of the Liverpool, London, and Man- 
chester Chambers with the Secretary for the Colonies on the 24th 
May last. 


Manchester— An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Chamber of Commerce was held 18th inst., Mr. John Thomson, 
president, occupied the chair. 

The Yokohama and the Hiogo and Osaka Chambers of Commerce 
having addressed the Manchester Chamber in favour of the desir- 
ability of renewing the subsidy at present granted for the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s service and the adoption of 
fortnightly sailings to the Far East from Vancouver, the Board 
resolved that representations should be made to the Postmaster- 
General in support of the proposal. 

Among other matters under consideration were :—Patent Law 

‘Reform ; Short-reeled Cotton Yarn; Trade and Merchandise Marks 
Committee; Gold Coast Harbours and Railways and the Gold 
Coast Disturbances. 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week | 
and 24 Weeks ended 14th June, 1900. 


| 
Week 24 Weeks 
ended ended 
14th June, | 14th June, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian eee eee eee oe oe eee eee 5,687 94,240 
EXPORTS, 
(Bales. ) 
No. | No. 
American ese ove ove eve eee 1,235 115,953 
Brazilian ooo ove ese ooo eos 1,500 6,754 
370 | 44,060 
Miscellaneous .., ose eco 43 4,335 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
16th June, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


—_— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. a 4, 
Wheat on 55,840 6 25 
Barley ooo 1,486 7 23 «8 
Oats ... ooo 7,228 #1 18 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- | 
sponding 
Week in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


1899 ....| 75,465 5 626 4) 5,594 


Qrs. Bus. | Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. s. 

1896 «..| 22,758 1 | 1,655 1 4,360 5 | 25 1 | 22 8 15 1 
1897 _...| 30,771 5 | 1,818 2| 4,680 6 | 27 0 | 23 9 | 18 0 
1898 ...| 18,788 3 | 231 5] 2,445 2 | 42 4 | 26 1 20 5 
| 7 | 25 7 | 23 1 | 1710 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
16th June, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
16th June, ing week 
1900. in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... = Number 12,410 13,839 
Sheep and lambs... ” 5,815 238,553 
Fresh meat 
f Cwts. 80,708 78,566 
Mutton... ove ” 54,924 52,316 
Pork ose ” 8,919 5,576 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
acon Cwts, 130,087 105,737 
Hams ” 45,306 32,360 
Pork ” 3,149 5.900 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh -. 11,664 7,725 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than byzalting id 8,682 8,251 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter... Cwts. 67,609 68,819 
Margarine .. ove eee ” 15,989 13,780 
Milk, condensed ... és 18,140 18,699 
Milk’ and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk... 190 66 
Eggs ... ove Grt. Hundr, 574 046 337,852 
Poultry an ove Value £ §.218 2,848 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) aon ooo Cwts. 13,615 2,136 
Lard ... 41,217 41,265 
Corn, grain, meal and flour : — 
hea’ Cwts, 2,473,200 2,131,900 
Wheat-meai’ 534,300 335,700 
Barley... ose ove 207,300 381,600 
Peas ve 27,800 37,030 
Beans oon “ve 4,100 39,860 
Maize or Indian corn ose 1,393,600 1,213,200 
Fruit, raw Cwts. Bushels. 
‘Apricots and peaches* 1900, 264 
Bunches, 25,325 4 
Cwts. Bushels. 
Cherries... ove 23,097 34,918 
Gooseberries* ... ose 8,177 
Grapes... 129 1,067 
Lemons ... ove coe 8,640 31,575 
Oranges... eve ove ooo 1900 51,116 86,559 
Plums ee os 10 221 
Unenumerated ... see mee 1,959 52,632 
Hay ... oon ose Tons, 2,030 1,143 
Hops ... ove Cwts. 278 1,299 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... one Bushels. 99,756 83,771 
Potatoes Cwts, 413,510 421,849 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Inciuded with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


| 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplemen ose a. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) eee ee | 23d. 
2374 Denmark, (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... ove 
2375 | Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... seb oo} Be 
2376 | Naples (1899) eve ove | 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) eos 8d. 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) son 
2380 | Venice (1898-99) | 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. . im 23d. 
2382 New Orleans and District ‘ae ) one ove 2d. 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899) .. oe ose ° 13d. 
2384 Somali Coast ... 24d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899)... = 13d. 
2387 Havre (1899) 2d. 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar ad, 
2389 Para (1898-99) ove ld. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) .. ove 8}d. 
2391 Texas (1899) .. ove 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... pes oi 14d. 
2394 Charlestown and District — ose 1}d. 
2395 | Coquimbo.(1898) ee d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) oss eee 13d. 
2397 Japan (1899) .. 23d. 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 1d. 
2400 Germany (1899) 23d. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast t (1809) 24d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) 1}d. 
2403 Pomerania (1899) oe wee es 3d. 
2404 Aleppo (1899)... ove 13d. 
2405 Palestine (1899) ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899)... 24d. 
2408 Patras and District 1d. 
2409 Calais (1899) .. ink 2d. 
2410 Pirzeus (1899)... oe 1d. 
2411 Cyclades (1899) 1d. 
2412 Brest (1899) ... 1d. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) ate 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) — a 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899)... he ove 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899)... 14d. 
2417 Leghorn and ‘Ancona (1899) 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) ars 1d. 
2419 Samoa (1899)... s ld. 
2420 Malaga (1899) 3d. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) ‘te ld. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No. Place. Price. 

2423 | New York (1899) vee | 
2424 | Batoum (1899) we 148. 

2427 Beira (1899) ... one 13d. 
2430 Shasbih (1899) ooo eee eee 4d. 
2433 | Philadelphia (1899)... bie .| 2d. 
2434 | Foochow (1899) one «| 1d, 

2435 | Nice and District (1899) ane | 1d. 
2436 | Philippine Islands... be | 
2438 Genoa (1899) me ooo | 
2439 Amsterdam (1899) eee 1d. 

2440 Pondicherry (1899)... eee eee 1d. | 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899) 2d. 

2443 | Swatow (1899) aa 
2444 Yokohama (1899) aes 1}d. 
2445 Bilbao (1899) we 2d. 

2446 Dunkirk (1899) ove 1d. 

2447 Taganrog (1899) ane 2d. 
2448 Switzerland (1899)... 14d. 

2450 Baden (1899)... -| 1d 
2451 Canary Islands (1899)... Id 

2453 Tripoli (1899) eee 4d. 

2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... oes ld. 

2455 Denmark (1899) ese 9d. 

2456 Bengazi (1899) eee ld. 

2457 Wuhu (1899)... és eee 1d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


519 Belgium.—Flax Industry of Courtrai_... 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies “oe eve eee 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ... 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove oe 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis «0s ob 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 | 1d, 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports} 37 

of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,” 
&ec., from 1897 to 1899. 


526 United States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American | 2d, H 
Lakes. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin .. 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries . 

Declaration between the United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg eae the Reciprocal Protection 
of Tra Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International pam Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865 se 

International Sanitary Convention ... 

Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions .. 

Convention between the "United Kingdom, “Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa.. 

Treaty between the United Kingdom “and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals .. see 

Convention between the United Kingdom, ‘Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration... = 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the oo Communication between the two 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 
Seychelles 
Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... ove 
Basutoland oe 
Niger Coast Protectorate ooo 
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